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Dean's Welcome.

Dear Otago Law Students, 

 Welcome back to those returning and welcome to all of 
you arriving in the Faculty of Law for the first time. 
Congratulations to Jasper Fawcett for producing this 
Welcome to Law School magazine. 

 The Otago Faculty of Law is a place of learning about law 
and how to use law to solve problems. Law plays a major 
role in our society, affecting all aspects of life from the 
personal, to property, business, the environment, 
the family, the community, government 
finance, life and death, taxes, human 
rights and international relations. Well 
trained lawyers play a crucial role in 
ensuring that our own society is 
governed by law rather than by 
personal power. In our tradition, 
the law is primarily created by 
the democratic process in which 
our citizens can participate. 
Parliament has the final say in 
what the law is and we all 
participate in electing Parliament 
through the voting process. 

 Your ability to serve the law will start 
here in the Faculty of Law. Develop 
good habits that will last you a lifetime. 
There are no shortcuts to learning your legal 
skills. You must read legal material carefully and 
thoughtfully. You must take the time to think through how 
the legal material can be justifiably interpreted and 
applied to legal problems. Legal research skills can only 
be acquired by doing a lot of it. Just as writing skills 
improve by writing a lot and then analysing critically 
whether what you are saying makes sense, we only learn 
by doing things and reflecting on our mistakes so we do 
them better next time. 

 

The collegial atmosphere of the Otago Faculty of Law 
means that you will have the full support of the Faculty of 
Law and fellow law students as you work hard on your 
legal skills. Do not fall into the trap that the notes or work 
of others will get you ahead. They won?t.  Just as you can?t 
get fit by watching others at the gym or borrowing their 
training diary and pretending you have done it yourself, 
you can?t develop the muscles in your legal brain by 

relying on the work of others. It is far better to 
learn from your mistakes than fool 

yourself by relying on the work of 
others. 

 We strongly encourage you to 
debate and argue with your 
colleagues but when it comes to 
writing up legal opinions and 
assignments, and completing 
take-home tests, it must all be 
your own work. Integrity is 

essential to the worth of a 
lawyer?s work. People will rely on 

you and put total trust in you. 
Honesty is crucial. 

 I encourage you all to take a full and 
active part in all the Faculty of Law 

activities ? academic, cultural, social and 
spiritual. Enter law student competitions, attend public 
lectures on law, volunteer for the Community Law Centre, 
be part of the law revue, volunteer at the Ngai Tahu Maori 
Law Centre, sign up for SOULS, Te Roopu Whai Putake 
and PILSA, join Law for Change, volunteer for community 
organisations, play sport, and take part in political debate. 

 I wish you all a productive year full of challenges, hard 
work, friendship, generosity and learning. 

? Mark Henaghan

Professor M ark  Henaghan
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SO U L S
Welcome to

f rom the edi tor.
Congratulations everyone! 

You've obviously made it through your exams in 2016, and are feeling refreshed and 
rearing to go this year. To the newest members of our law school ? the second years ? 
welcome. I hope you throw yourself head-first into law school life, get involved with as 
many things as possible, and have an awesome time. To all the other law school veterans 
(yes, I think you more than qualify as veterans after getting through second year), 
welcome back. I would echo the sentiments listed above ? get involved and have fun! The 
SOULS Exec have been preparing for months and months to ensure that this year is the 
best yet. 

If you don?t really know what SOULS is or what we do, don?t fret. Check out the ?All about 
SOULS? section of this magazine to meet your 2017 Exec, and find out all about the things 
on offer this year. Essentially, our role as a student society is to ensure that every single 
one of you has a great time. SOULS events are some of the most popular on campus, and 
this largely comes down to you. Without your support, none of this would be possible ? 
and we really appreciate your overwhelming enthusiasm and collegiality. So, make sure 
you sign up as a SOULS member for 2017! You?ll get access to all sorts of good deals and 
discounts, and you?ll be part of (in our opinion) the best student society not only in Otago, 
but in the country. 

As your Exec, it?s our job to make sure everyone is happy. We are all very approachable 
and friendly, so feel free to ask us anything if you see us around. We also have of f ice 
hours f rom  12-1pm , Mon-Fr i, so swing by and see us on the 8th floor of the Richardson 
building (through the common room, to the right of the lifts). Follow  our  Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com /soulsot ago1), check out our website (www.soulsot ago.com ) and 
follow us on Instagram (@soulsot ago) to keep updated and to find more information. 

I hope that this ?Welcome to Law School? guide proves useful to you. Have a browse, and 
keep hold of it ? things like the calendar, and the advice for second year can come in 
handy later in the year (and that?s not to mention the bucket list). Anyway, on behalf of 
the SOULS Exec, I?d like to wish you all the very best for 2017. It should be a cracker of a 
year! Make sure you get involved and have fun ? I?m looking forward to seeing you all 
throwing yourselves head-first into life at Law School, and enjoying every minute of it.  

Cheers, 

Jasper Fawcett and the SOULS Exec 
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al l  about SOULS.
SOULS ? the Society of Otago University Law Students ? is an organisation run by Otago Law students for Otago 

Law students. Each year we organise social events, legal competitions, sports competitions, wellness initiatives, 

guest lectures, and also publish magazines. 

M embership.
We pride ourselves on being one of the best student societies in the country - however our greatness comes 
down to you. Thankfully, Otago students are a notoriously social and vibrant bunch, meaning our events almost 
always sell out. We love your passion, and how keen you all are to get involved. You've all got a hell of a lot of 
soul(s). This year is going to be bigger and better than ever before, so don't miss out! Make sure you get up to 
the SOULS office (8th floor of the Richardson building (through the common room, to the right of the lifts)) to 
pick up your membership today! We have office hours from 12-1pm, Mon-Fri.

A  SOULS membership card w i l l  give you access to 
al l  sorts of  deals around tow n, plus cheap tick ets to 
al l  your favouri te events throughout the year!

Websi te.
w w w .soulsotago.com

The SOULS website is your number-one stop for SOULS information. It hasn't been utilised much in the past, but 
this year we've updated it with a wealth of information about everything we do. As well as information about 
social and welfare events, sports teams, competitions and publications, you can also find the 2017 SOULS 
calendar, the current membership deals, and the most recent magazine articles and blind dates.  So if you want 
to find out more about anything SOULS-related, get online and check it out.
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M eet your 2017 ex ecutive.
President: Charlotte A spin

Vice President: Bri ttany Reddington

Hey hey! My name is Charlotte and I?m the President of SOULS for 2017. SOULS exist to provide law 
students with social and educational opportunities, so you can have the best time at law school 
possible. 

Welcome to all students enrolled in LAWS101! A pinnacle of your legal education, the paper gives 
you a taste of what you have in store for the years ahead. Although its only the beginning, the paper 
will undoubtedly stimulate your interests in the legal system and our society that it shapes. 
Regardless of your time in law school, university is an important chapter in your life to build your 
character and make life-long friends. 

Congratulations to everyone who has been accepted into second year law! Look forward to a tough 
year in your legal education. We?re the only Law School in the country to offer a course where all 
Part II papers are taken together. Work with your classmates, be committed to class (and tutorials!), 
delve into the law together and you will have a very rewarding year. Early in the year SOULS offers a 
mentoring programme that I highly recommend you get involved with. All Otago students go 
through second year and know the challenges you will face, and are more than happy to share their 
wisdom! 

To all the law returners, welcome back! I hope you have enjoyed a warm and relaxing summer free 
from legalese. SOULS has been busy organising a plethora of great events and initiatives for you ? 
so get involved and make the most of what we have to offer! The pillars of the social calendar are 
back ? law camp, wine and cheese and law ball, which will of course be bigger and better than past 
events. This year, we?ve also got a blockbuster of social SOULS sports to offer and the usual 
Competitions for our learned friends out there! We?ll be selling  SOULS memberships from O-Week ? 
remember that the earlier you grab the membership the more money you?ll save for our events in 
the long run, so get in early! I can?t wait for the year ahead ? if ever you need help from SOULS, 
come have a chat, flick us a message through Facebook and we will see what we can do to help you! 
Once again welcome back, good luck for 2017, make sure you sign up to SOULS for the best year 
yet! 

Treasurer: Tim A usten

Education & Wel fare: Sean Gamble

Hi SOULS frothers, My name is Brittany. In my role this year there are 3 things I want to 
achieve: 1) Help Marcelo find his correct pant size, 2) Have Shelley formally declare me her 
favourite student, and 3) Have Bill English appear as guest speaker at law ball (b/c he is 
kinda hot lol). Looking forward to working with you all as a team to see these goals 
realised before the year is up. Thanks all xoxo 

Hi everyone, My name is Tim and I?m your treasurer for 2017. First of all, I?d like to start 
with a shout out to all the hot second years I will meet at law camp. I am passionate about 
two things: 1) Planes; and 2) Nicola Peart. Over the summer I spent my time studying for 
my private pilot?s license (mainly so I have another way to pull), and preparing the SOULS 
budget for 2017. As your treasurer, I hope to maintain SOULS? reputation for being fiscally 
fun AF. Talk soon xo 

Hey team, I'm Sean and I'm your Education and Welfare Representative on SOULS for 
2017. I'm a 5th year Law and Pols student, and a Dunners local. This year we have some 
really cool stuff in the works and also the return of some old favourites. You'll often see 
me in the line for Dispensary or the kitchen on the 8th floor so if you have any ideas or 
concerns , just hit me up! 
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M eet your 2017 ex ecutive continued.

Publ ications: Jasper Faw cett
Hi everyone, I'm Jasper and I'm your publications Rep for 2017 - in charge of the 
magazines (hope you're enjoying so far!), website, and various other design jobs. I study 
Law and Psychology, and spend most of my spare time playing guitar. If you've got any 
ideas for the SOULS  magazines or website this year, feel free to come and have a chat to 
me about it - I'd love to hear your suggestions!

Sports: M ary Bol len
Hey team, I?m Mary and I?m your sports Rep this year! For those that don?t know SOULS 
has a bunch of sports events during the year as well as weekly sports teams so there is 
heaps to get amongst. We have weekly netball, basketball and rugby as well as some 
one-day events, with this year kicking off with the annual Staff vs Students cricket match. 

Anyone can play for the SOULS sports teams so would love to see you all coming along to 
games/events during the year whether to play or support! They are always a good time 
and it?s an awesome way to mingle and get amongst the law school. Cheers all, here?s to a 
great 2017! P.s. Please add yourselves to the SOULS Spor t s Facebook page to keep in the 
loop (link to be posted on SOULS Otago). 

Te Roopu Whai  Putak e: Bel la M oore
Kia ora everyone, I'm Bella! I'm heading into my fourth year of law and a BA in Classics and 
M?ori. I'm the Te Roopu Whai Putake Rep this year, so it 's my job to keep the lines of 
communication open between SOULS and Whai Putake. I'll also be organising a marae trip 
for all law students later on in the year so keep an eye out for that! I can't wait for the year 
ahead, here's to a big 2017!

Social : Zared Wal l -M anning & Harry K i rk w ood
We're Harry and Zared - 2017 promises to be another great year for the SOULS social 
calendar! If you're coming into second year, we can't wait to meet you at the famous 
second year law camp - it 's a great time to get to know your year and come out with a few 
good stories. And those returning will be looking forward to the usual line up of sell out 
law events... wine and cheese, the always popular law ball, cocktail night, t-shirt party... 
the list goes on! Keep an eye out on the SOULS Facebook page for updates. We're always 
keen to hear what you think about SOULS social events so don't hesitate to shout out if 
you've got any thoughts. We're looking forward to meeting you on the dance floor or at 
the bar - do come and say hi! Love, Haz and Zaz 

Competi t ions: Sask ia M autner & Emi ly Boyd
Hi everyone! We are Saskia and Emily and we are the 2017 SOULS Competitions Reps. 
SOULS is offering law students six exciting competitions this year; Client Interviewing, 
Senior Mooting, Negotiation, Witness Examination, Junior Mooting and Junior 
Negotiation. These competitions are a great way to get a taste of life as a lawyer. You will 
find us in the law library/SOULS office if you have a question and we are super fast on our 
emails too! We look forward to working with lots of you this year! 
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SOULS calendar 2017.
M arch.

A pri l .

M ay.

June.

July.

A ugust.

September.

October.

3 March  - Staff vs Student Cricket game.

7 March  - Second year photo at 12:30pm.

7 March  - Accounting, Law & Finance Careers Expo.

10-12 March - SOULS Law Camp.

13-17 March  - Senior Client Interviewing 

competition. 

24 March - SOULS Wine and Cheese.

3 Apr i l - LAWS204 Public Assignment due at 9am.

4-7 Apr i l - Senior Mooting competition. 

7 Apr i l - SOULS Bowls Day.

1 May - LAWS203 Property Assignment due at 9am.

3 May - Otago Careers Fair.

8-12 May - Senior Negotiation competition.

15-18 May - Senior Witness Examination competition.

15-22 May - Second year plea in mitigation. 

20 May - Law Graduation Ceremony.

2 June - Semester One classes cease.

2 June - LAWS202 Contract Assignment due at 9am.

2 June - SOULS No Exam Party. 

17 July - LAWS201 Criminal Assignment due at 9am.

24-28 July - Junior Mooting competition. 

3-4 August  - SOULS Law Revue.

8 August  - LAWS204 Public Test at 7pm.

12 August  - SOULS Law Ball.

14-17 August  - Junior Negotiation competition. 

12 Sept em ber  - LAWS203 Property Test at 7pm.

29 Sept em ber  - Kensington Swan Legal Opinion 

competition. 

29 Sept em ber  - SOULS Finalist Dinner.

13 Oct ober  - Semester Two classes cease. 
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Law oscopes
Ask any ballerina (or Mark 
Henaghan) - balance requires core 
strength. Core strength is also 
needed in your dance through 
life/ law school. To flail and fall is 
human. To pop back up, is divine. 

Ar ies (Mar  21-Apr  20)

You're too busy looking at what 
you have, to notice what you may 
have missed. Good. Stay that way. 
You've probably missed an 
assignment deadline or a really 
important lecture. Just forget it.

The Moon and Neptune conjoin 
this month. You may see or hear 
speak of a lot of dreamy, fantastic 
people. That 's fine. Settle down. 
There's plenty of Marcelo to go 
around.

Taurus (Apr  21-May 21) Gem ini (May 22-Jun 21)

Now is a good time for you to work 
on your communication. Speak to 
a friend you haven't spoken to for 
ages - send a 3am text to an old 
flame - or  even go and talk to a 
lecturer (they're not (really) scary).

Cancer  (Jun 22-Jul 22)

A particularly social month lies 
ahead - and you may find yourself 
in unfamiliar situations. Take a 
deep breath, and dive. Nothing 
bad ever comes from meeting new 
people, especially at law school.

This month, be wary of all lecturers 
with an 'A' in their name. Unless 
you are very firm with them, you 
may find yourself locked in their 
office discussing unnecessarily 
obscure points of law.

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22) Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 23)

Romance might be slow going, or a 
bit stop start. A secluded setting 
can help you relax and connect 
with someone special, so try to 
avoid busy locations. Why not try 
the 6th floor of the Law Library? 

Libra (Sep 24-Oct  23)

Mars is about to enter your solar 
fourth house, bringing with it 
action and activity. This is an 
excellent time to take risks, and 
throw yourself with vigor into  all 
that law school has to offer.

For you this month, Mercury 
Retrograde means short journeys 
may be unusually tricky. For 
example, there might be delayed 
traffic, or too many freshers in the 
lift queue. Make time for this! 

Scorpio (Oct  24-Nov 22) Sagit t ar ius (Nov 23-Dec 21)

Just because your friend(s) failed a 
(property?) test or bombed an 
assignment, doesn't mean they 
should bring you down too. Stay 
away from them this month, until 
their mood improves.

Capr icorn (Dec 22-Jan 20)

This is a good time to take risks in 
love, and to experiment with your 
relationship or love life. Pick up a 
copy of '50 Shades of Grey', or, if 
you want to really spice things up, 
a copy of 'Chitty on Contracts'.

You are a tree, and it 's time for you 
to branch out. If you get to know 
an older student, you may find 
yourself  thoroughly rewarded. An 
older buddy can be very helpful 
when you are stuck or confused.

Aquar ius (Jan 21-Feb 19) Pisces (Feb 20-Mar  20)
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g e t  i n v o l v e d !
There are hundreds of things to get involved in while you're at Law School - here are a handful to get you thinking.

Igni te Consul tants.
Ignite is a student-run non-profit that provides free business advice and strategic planning to 
local charities. Each semester, Ignite recruits groups of innovative students to help facilitate 
real change and development in the charitable sector. For more information, visit 
ignit econsult ant s.co.nz.

UniCrew  Volunteers.

Law  for Change.

UniCrew allows students to volunteer in a number of different ways. They work closely with 
community organisations, OUSA, Volunteering Otago and the Dunedin City Council to 

develop meaningful volunteering projects. For more information, check out 
facebook.com /unicrewot ago. 

Law for Change provides incredible opportunities for law students to use their legal skills in 
the public interest. You can volunteer at the prison, write submissions to Parliament, help out 
at the Women's Refuge, and heaps more. For more information, go to 
facebook.com / law forchangedunedin.

Tenancy Programme.
SOULS Tenancy Advice provides Otago students with free legal advice on tenancy or flatting 
issues. This is a great way to help others, give back to the University, and increase your legal 

knowledge. Search Facebook for SOULS Tenancy Program m e or email 
soulst enancyprogram m e@gm ail.com  to find out more.

Communi ty Law .
The Community Law Centre provides free legal advice on all types of issues to anyone that 
needs it. Volunteering at Community Law is a great way to increase your legal skills, meet real 
lawyers, and give back to the community. For more information, check out their website at 
com m unit ylawot ago.com .

SOULS Events.
SOULS runs social sports teams, welfare events, legal competitions, and a heap of social 
events. SOULS also organises the annual Law Revue - a hilarious skit show that is a great 

way to meet some new people and have a laugh. For all this and more, check out the SOULS 
website (soulsot ago.com ) and  keep an eye on our Facebook page 

(facebook.com /soulsot ago1) for updates.
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Tips for Second Year.
A big welcome and congratulations to the newest 
members of the Law Faculty. You have made a fantastic 
choice to study law and you will experience an incredible 
amount of fun, self-development and learning over the 
next three to four years. 

The challenges of second year law are almost as 
infamous as law camp - by the end of second year you 
will know all about the screeching sound of the 11pm 
library alarm, how to make yourselves triple-shot coffees, 
and how to disguise yourself in a public law lecture to 
avoid Marcelo?s questioning. However, I can assure you 
that second year law is not all doom and gloom! This is 
also the year where you will learn how to think and act 
like a lawyer. The trick to mastering second year is to 
make things as easy on yourself and as possible. Here 
are my top tips on just how to do so. 

1. Learn how  to read a 
j udgment.

Reading judgments. You will be doing a lot of this for the 
next three or four years so don?t leave it till third year to 
start! The great thing about reading judgments is that the 
more you read, the easier it gets - and the more you?ll 
learn how to understand what you are reading. Always 
put aside some time to go through the key cases, either 
before or after class. Find out what works best for you 
and get stuck in. 

2. Go to your tuts.
This will be a common statement which you will hear 
more than once this year. However, there is truth to this 
common phrase! The tutorials provide an opportunity to 
put into practice what you have learned in an exam 

problem format. No matter how daunting the tuts may 
seem, trust me, it is much better for your grades (and 
stress levels come the end of the year) to practice in the 
tuts rather than the final exam. 

3. Get involved in law  
school .

Being a part of law school just doesn?t involve turning up 
to class (and your tuts). Go to SOULS events, take the 
stage in law revue, play social sports, engage in junior 
competitions, join groups such as Te Roopu Whai Putake, 
and volunteer for groups like Women?s Refuge, Law for 
Change or the Animal Legal Defence Fund. SOULS offers 
some of the best events at Otago, so if you want to 
achieve your full social potential make sure you try to 
attend every event! Not only will this help you build 
connections with your fellow lawyers, but it will also 
introduce you to a (wonderful) world of cringey law puns. 

4. A sk  the lecturers 
questions.

This would be my best top tip. You don?t have to ask the 
lecturers questions after class ? you can subtly email 
them and arrange a time. As it gets closer to exam time it 
can also be good to bring a few friends along if they have 
similar questions. This helps decrease the stress (that 
you are actually talking to a real-life lecturer) and 
increase the stimulating chat that is second year law. 
Asking lecturers questions can save hours of confusion 
and will make sure that your study is on the right track. 

5. Have sel f -bel ief !
You can do it! Always have self-belief - you got into law 
for a reason. The best thing about Otago is that the Law 
Faculty is one of most supportive places on campus. 
Make the most of all the great people around you and let 
that foster belief in yourself. 

Best of luck to you all, second year will be a blast! 

Wri tten by Cara Craw ford.

" Second year 
law  is not al l  

doom and 
gloom!"
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t?s pretty cool to be able to tell 
your friends that you?re going to 
prison. I don?t mean actually 

going to prison ? that would not be 
cool at all. No, I?m talking about 
going to prison as a volunteer. 
While I initially signed up for prison 
volunteering solely so that I could 
send texts like ?Mum, don?t freak 
out, but I?m going to prison?, I found 
that by the end of my time at the 
Otago Corrections Facility (OCF) I 
had felt happy, sad, entertained, 
and deeply moved (sometimes all at 
the same time). 

These feelings started during the 
induction. An hour-long session, 
run by Corrections officers, 
designed to put us on our guard so 
that we wouldn?t ?get got? by the 
inmates. We were warned of all 
sorts of things they might try ? even 
things as simple as asking us to 
post a letter for them, asking us for 
legal advice, or asking us to give 
them our pen (as some types of 
pen could potentially be turned into 
a makeshift tattoo device). 

Nevertheless, an apprehensive 
bunch of law students drove out to 
the ?Milton Hilton? for our first 
prison encounter. Reassuringly, all 
of the guards were friendly and had 

great senses of humour. We were 
given panic buttons that we could 
push if we felt uncomfortable (or, 
as one of the guards put it, ?if 
someone runs at you with a knife, 
haha?). 

?M um, don?t 
f reak  out, but 
I?m going to 

prison?
The facilit ies at OCF are amazing. It 
has underfloor heating, the 
buildings are modern, and the 
grounds are immaculately kept. It 
seems more like an adult-filled 
primary school than a prison. After 
a few weeks, the place seemed 
relatively normal (except for the 
security scanners at the entrance 
and the barbed wire fences). And, 
after talking to the inmates, we 
began to realise that they were 
relatively normal too. Yes, they?d 
made mistakes, and yes, some of 
them were in too deep to get out ? 
but looking past that, the vast 
majority of them were just a bunch 
of human beings, trying to make 
the most of the hand that life had 

I
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dealt them. 

I spent most of my time in the music group, though I 
also spent a memorable few weeks playing ?prison 
Jenga? (don?t ask) with the remand prisoners. In the 
music room, I got to play with those prisoners who 
had been granted the privilege of playing in the prison 
band (they have a full drum kit, piano, and electric and 
bass guitars). Some of us were even lucky enough to 
witness the OCF version of The X Factor (?The Chur 
Factor?) ? and we were absolutely blown away. The 
prisoners? songs were performed with such talent and 
such emotion that a number were reduced to tears, as 
they rapped or sang about the mistakes they had 
made in their life and how they vowed to do better. 

All this humility and emotion showed us the 
importance of second chances and new beginnings. 
OCF does an incredible job of recognising this, and 
they provide a wealth of opportunities for prisoners to 
channel their aggression and emotions. NZQA 
qualifications in carpentry, engineering, agriculture, 
hospitality and baking are all available to those who 
want to have skills and qualifications for employment 
on release. Prisoners cook all the food for the prison, 
make toys for children, build animal traps for the 
Department of Conservation, weld rubbish skips 
together, and maintain one of the highest quality dairy 
farms in the country. 

As well as witnessing these amazing initiatives, we also 
laughed, a lot. The prisoners have incredible senses of 
humour and they love to talk ? particularly because we 
were a bunch of new faces in their otherwise 
predictable daily lives. They pleaded for us to bring 

them McDonald?s, and blue milk (they hate green). 
They told us, while struggling to keep straight faces, 
that their favourite TV show is Prison Break, and that 
their favourite movie is The Shawshank Redemption. 
Just as we would go to leave, they?d tell us yet another 
entertaining, too-offensive-to-publish, and possibly 
made-up, story. Like music, humour seemed to be a 
way in which they all coped with their situation. 

" thei r favouri te TV show  is 
Prison Break "

The thought of leaving the prison was a strange one. 
We would be going back to our freedom, where we 
could eat and drink all the McDonald?s and blue milk 
that we wanted. They were locked away in their cells, 
knowing that they would be checked through the night 
and woken at 7am the next morning for unlock. We all 
take freedom for granted ? but it pays to remember 
that there are some people, just down the road, whose 
lives are not their own. 

Volunteering at OCF was the most rewarding and 
eye-opening thing I?ve ever done. Particularly as a law 
student, the importance of seeing what life is like ?on 
the other side? cannot be overstated. I would strongly 
encourage you all to give it a try ? don?t be put off by 
the horror stories or the rules. You?ll be safe at all 
t imes, you?ll have a lot of fun, and you might just find 
it?s one of the best things you ever do! 

The prison is particularly interested in volunteers with art, 
mediation, music, drama and fitness skills. 

If you are interested in volunteering at OCF, keep an eye 
on your emails for upcoming Law for Change meetings. 
You can also follow their Facebook page (Law for Change 
Otago) for updates.
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Kia ora e te wh?nau! Nei r? te mihi maioha ki 
a koutou ng? tauira kua tae mai nei ki Te 
Whare W?nanga o Otago ki te whai i ng? 
matauranga e p? ana ki ng? ture! 

Te Roop? Whai P?take (est. 1994) is the M?ori 
Law Students Association at the University of 
Otago. We aim to provide networking 
opportunities for all M?ori law students at 
Otago and place high importance on the 
values of whanaungatanga and 
rangatiratanga amongst our members. Our 
main objectives are to support and 
encourage academic achievement, to 
organise cultural, social and educational 
activities and to promote a strong and 
positive M?ori law identity at Otago! This has 
seen us hold noho marae, desert nights, 
movie and study nights, waiata practice, and 
loads more awesome events to get everyone 
involved! 

Membership to Te Roop? Whai P?take is by 
virtue of being a M?ori student enrolled in 
any law paper and there is no cost! Join in on 
an amazing 2017! To keep up with everything 
we do, jump on our Te Roopu Whai P?t ake 
Facebook page. Looking forward to meeting 
you all and an exciting year ahead! 

Ng? mihi 

Kaahu White 

Tumuaki 2017 

Introduction to:
Te Roopu Whai  Putak e PILSA

Kia Orana, M?lo e lelei, Talofa lava, taloha ni, 
ni sa bula vinaka and warm Pacific greetings 
for 2017!

 

The Otago Pacific Island Law Students? 
Association (or PILSA for short) aims to 
support and encourage the academic growth 
of all Pasifika students within the law school. 
Additionally, we work within the wider 
support network of the Pacific Islands Centre. 

Membership of PILSA is by virtue of being a 
Pasifika student enrolled in any law paper. 
However, we do run a membership drive at 
the beginning of the year, so come along to 
meet your executive and become part of the 
PILSA community! 

2016 was a big year for PILSA, and 2017 is 
shaping up to be better still! Some of our 
events include tutoring groups, community 
volunteering, CV workshops, mentoring and 
so much more!  To keep up to date with 
everything we do, make sure to give Ot ago 
Pacif ic Islands Law St udent s Associat ion  a 
like on Facebook! Alternatively, you can drop 
us a line on pilsa.ot ago@ot ago.ac.nz.

Claudia Davison

President 2017
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The No BS, Simple Guide to Flatt ing.

Flatting. It can be fun. Or it can be 
shit... Soo shit. Chances are, not 
everyone is going to have it good, 
so here?s some quick advice on 
some issues and questions that 
often crop up during the free 
SOULS Tenancy advice sessions. 

1) The tenancy agreement 
must be in w ri t ing, and can 
ei ther proscribe a periodic 
or f ix ed-term tenancy.

No doubt most people have already 
signed this. In any case, it is 
important to understand what type 
of agreement you have signed. 
Either, it?s a periodic tenancy, where 
the tenancy continues until either 
the tenants or landlord give notice 
they wish to discontinue the 
tenancy; or (more likely), it?s a 
fixed-term tenancy, where there is a 
set end date. 

2) Upon signing a bond 
lodgement form, the bond 
can be paid ei ther to the 
landlord or di rectly to 
Tenancy Serv ices. 

Bond must not be more than 4 
weeks worth of rent. If the bond is 
paid to the landlord, they must give 
the tenant a receipt for the bond 
and pay it to Tenancy Services 
within 23 working days. 

3) A t the end of  the tenancy, 
the bond can be ful ly 
refunded upon completing a 
bond refund form. 

If the landlord isn?t happy about the 
state of the place (e.g. careless 
damage done), or there is unpaid 
rent due, then the parties may 
agree to split the bond to cover 
costs of repair etc. 

4) Your responsibi l i t ies 
include: 

- Paying rent on time.

- Keeping the premises reasonably 
clean and tidy. 

- Letting the landlord know as soon 
as possible if damage is discovered 
or repairs are needed.

- Paying power, gas, telephone and 
internet charges. 

- Not intentionally or carelessly 
damaging the place. * * This includes 
damage done by visitors allowed on 
the property.

5) The Landlords' 
responsibi l i t ies include: 

- Providing the place in a reasonably 
clean state. 

- Keeping the premises in a 
reasonable state of repair.

- Compliance with building, health 
and safety requirements.

- Compensating the tenant for 
repairs that the tenant has had 
done when the repairs were serious 
and urgent or likely to cause injury 
to persons or property, the 
required repairs were not the 
tenant?s fault, and the tenant made 
a reasonable attempt to contact the 
landlord to do them.

- Providing and maintaining locks 
necessary to make the premises 
secure, and not changing the locks 
without the tenant?s permission.

- Giving the tenant written notice if 
he or she puts the property up for 
sale.

- Providing an agent if they are out 

of New Zealand for more than 21 

consecutive days.     

6) The Landlord must give 
48-hours? notice before 
inspection of  the premises. 

If repairs or maintenance are 
required, they only need give 
24-hours? notice. They can also 
enter if you give permission or 
there is an emergency. 

7) Tenants are j ointly and 
several ly l iable. 

If for whatever reason there are 
problems with the premises that 
the tenants are responsible for, the 
landlord can choose to make all the 
tenants responsible for remedying 
it, or just one tenant. 

8) Issues betw een the 
landlord and tenants can be 
sorted out ei ther; by 
agreement, or through 
mediation, or through the 
Tenancy Tribunal . 

Mediation is provided by Tenancy 
Services, and the mediator helps 
parties discuss the problem and 
tries to guide them towards a 
solution. If that doesn?t work, the 
parties can go to the Tenancy 
Tribunal, where a hearing will take 
place in front of an adjudicator and 
the parties will get a chance to tell 
their side of the story. The parties 
usually must represent themselves.

 

 If you have any further questions, 
the SOULS Tenancy Program is here 
to help, where you can get free 
advice on almost anything tenancy 
related from practicing lawyers. 
Sessions will begin mid-March. In 
the meantime, Search Facebook for 
SOULS Tenancy Program m e to 
find out more!

Wri tten by M ario Thorne & A dam van Heezik .
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Li fe in the Lecture Theatre.
M ark .M eet

(aka  Henna)

What  is t he funniest  t h ing t hat  has ever  happened in a 
lect ure? 

A young man in a Batman cape and mask on a small motorized 
scooter came riding into the Legal System class, zipped across in 
front of the class and right in the middle of his ride his cape flew 
open and he had absolutely nothing underneath. Then he 
disappeared out the other door. It was very professionally done 
and highly amusing. I met him a few years later on Lambton Quay 
in Wellington when he came up and introduced himself. I didn?t 
recognize him without his cape and mask on and it wasn?t the 
appropriate place to ask him to drop his pants to see if I could 
recognize any other parts of him. 

What  is t he m ost  awkward encount er  you?ve had w it h a 
st udent  out side of  Uni? 

Fortunately, I don?t have any nude beach stories. The most 
awkward has probably been on the rugby paddock for the 
Vultures when I have done something illegal in a ruck and one of 
the opposition players wants to take my lights out and then 
realises that I am his Legal System lecturer and starts apologising. 
My reply is always ?it?s a rugby paddock mate, no need to 
apologise.? 

If  you had a t agline, what  would it  be? (e.g. Nike: Just  do it !) 

Keep moving forward, even if you?re only crawling an inch at a 
time. 

If  you released an album , what  genre would it  be, and what  
would you call i t ?  

Some sort of combination of Country 
Western, Rock and Blues all mixed 
together. I would call it ?All we need is Law?. 

What  is your  favour it e song? 

 He ain?t heavy, he?s my brother -The Hollies  

What  is your  favour it e legal judgm ent ? 

Donoghue v Stevenson.

What  is t he m ost  int erest ing fact  you 

know ? 

That our genetic make up is 99.9% the 

same as a chimpanzees and 90% the same as a fruit fly. 

What  is t he m ost  t rouble you have ever  been in? 

Many years ago when I was at school on a trip for speech 
competitions, there was a shield for the overall winner of the 
competition called the Bishop Lyon Shield. I was staying with 
Brendan Brown, who is now a high court judge in Wellington. For 
a joke, Brendan and I decided we would hide the shield. We were 
then driving down the road in his car with the shield in the boot 
of the car and heard on the radio that the police were looking for 
the persons who had stolen the Bishop Lyon Shield. We 
happened to be going past a police station at the time and 
Brendan was so upset that he lost control of the car and we 
swiped a police car right outside the police station. Brendan?s 
father was the local magistrate at the time. We decided to 
immediately go into the police and confess that we had the shield 
and that we had swiped the police car. I am sure that Brendan?s 
mum and dad were not keen to have me as a billet again. 

What  is t he m ost  useless law  paper? 

Law and Wine ? offered at Auckland but never at Otago. 

Have you ever  had any nicknam es? What  were/are t hey? 

Yes. Henna and Henry. 

What  is t he worst  gif t  you have ever  received? 

The key to gifts is the love of the giver, so I don?t have a worst gift. 

What  is your  m ost  bizar re t alent ? 

I can do a very good sheep and dog whistle. 

What  do you t h ink  is t he great est  
invent ion in t he whole wor ld? 

The electric toothbrush. Clean teeth make 
the world go around. 

What  is your  favour it e m ovie quot e? 

?When God shuts a door he opens a 
window somewhere?. From Maria in The 
Sound of Music. 
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Li fe in the Lecture Theatre.
M eet

What  is t he funniest  t h ing t hat  has ever  happened in a 
lect ure? 

A couple of years back, while lecturing in Archway 4, the lecture 
theatre telephone starts ringing. I?d never heard it ring before, so 
naturally, it interrupted the lecture and I answered the call. 
Someone (still no idea who) said, ?is this Archway 4?? After 
indicating that that yes, this was indeed the famous prison lecture 
theatre, the person said ?did someone call for an ambulance?? 
Nonplussed, I asked the students whether someone had indeed 
called for an ambulance. No-one responded (or perhaps they had 
already expired), and when I indicated this to the caller, the 
person said ?oh, OK, thank you!?, which seemed an odd response. 
As I told the class, there are easier ways to break up the 
monotony of Public Law?   

What  is t he m ost  awkward encount er  you?ve had w it h a 
st udent  out side of  Uni? 

I was out late (of course) at a bar (of course) and as I was leaving, 
a Torts student came up to me to introduce herself. It wasn?t 
awkward until she suddenly looked at her lit cigarette and then at 
me and started apologising, explaining that she was ?just a social 
smoker and that [she] doesn?t usually smoke and it was a filthy 
habit? before throwing out the cigarette and stamping it on the 
ground. I said, ?I don?t care if you smoke! It?s not illegal?  but 
under s 15 of the the Litter Act 1979, throwing your cigarette on 
the ground is? (yes, I actually cited the section; yes, I?m a hoot at 
parties). Although I meant it as a joke, it really didn?t register. Cue 
more apologies. Poor thing. 

If  you had a t agline, what  would it  be? 
(e.g. Nike: Just  do it !) 

?Lowest Prices Are Just the Beginning? ? 

If  you released an album , what  genre 
would it  be, and what  would you call i t ?

You assume I haven?t already released an 
album. Tropical Dream Punk. Animals 
(obviously).  

Would you rat her  be st uck  in Archway 4 
for  24 hours or  have 10,000 needles 
dr iven int o you? 

Am I lecturing for the straight 24 hour period? If so, this isn?t a 
dilemma. I love the sound of my own voice. Archway. 

What  is your  favour it e song? 

This depends on the location, the time of day and my mood, but if 
it?s Vivace, 2.00 a.m., and drunk, it?s ?Total Eclipse of the Heart? by 
Bonnie Tyler.  

What  is t he m ost  int erest ing fact  you know ? 

The collective nouns for the takahe are either a ?mountain resort? 
or ?tussock?, both of which are supremely excellent.

What  is t he m ost  t rouble you have ever  been in? 

Do I look like the sort of chap who would get into trouble?  

What  is t he m ost  useless law  paper? 

You might say Law and the Democratic Process, but I couldn?t 
possibly comment.  

Have you ever  had any nicknam es? What  were/are t hey? 

Try any variation of an anglicised version of my name and it?s 
been attempted. Marshmallow, Marsh, Cell, Cello, Cellophane, 
M-Dog, DJ Swizzlestick, Frenchie, Hot Rod and Commander 
Horatio Hornblower. 

What  is t he worst  gif t  you have ever  received? 

A maple leaf shaped car freshener that smelled (and made 
everything in a 100 m radius smell) like strawberry vomit.  

What  is your  m ost  bizar re t alent ? 

Signing up to be cannon fodder for Brittany 
Reddington in the staff-student comedy 
debate and living to tell the tale.  

What  do you t h ink  is t he great est  
invent ion in t he whole wor ld? 

The taco. 

What  is your  favour it e m ovie quot e? 

?In summing up it 's the constitution, it 's 
Mabo, it 's justice, it 's law, it 's the vibe and, 
no that 's it, it 's the vibe. I rest my case.? 

(aka DJ Swizzlestick)

M arcelo.
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CV A dvice
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From Jan Blai r*

*  Jan Blair was the Human Resources Coach at Russell McVeagh for 15 years, and prior to that the 
principal of Kristin School in Auckland. She has now established her own consulting, coaching and 
counselling business, and is known around the country as an expert on career advice and counselling. 
She will be holding very helpful application and interview skills workshops during the recruitment period 
at Otago University  - keep an eye on your emails and the SOULS Facebook Page to find out when she is 
coming!

CV Tips.
- Do your research on each firm you are applying 
for so that you can prepare a more personalised 
application which reflects their particular 
culture/values and requirements. 

- Many firms have tips for applications, CVs and 
interviews on their websites. Make sure you look 
for these to ensure your application documents 
meet their expectations. 

- If in the online application process the firm asks 
you to fill out some details that are already on your 
CV ? still fill them out! Do not write ?refer to my CV,? 
as a lawyer needs to learn to follow the 
instructions. 

- Have a testimonial or reference ready (school, 
university or work) to attach in your application. 

-  Try to keep your CV to 2 pages.

- Sell yourself! List the good grades you have 
received, and your other outstanding 
achievements.

- Emphasise your cultural/sporting achievements, 
volunteering, and leadership roles. Firms are 
looking for well-rounded candidates.

- List two referees at the bottom - but make sure 
you get their permission!

- Let them know your interests. The recruiter likes 
to know that you are an interesting person, and 
that there is more to you than just study.

- Attach a photograph. Make sure this is 
appropriate (i.e. not you in your ball gown or your 
passport photo). Find a photo that shows you 
smiling and looking approachable. Legally you do 
not need to give a photo but it is recommended. 

Cover Letter Tips.
- Spell the firm's name and the HR person's name 
correctly.

- Use proper grammar.

- If you are reusing the cover letter for applications 
to multiple firms, make sure you do not accidentally 
address it to the wrong firm, or leave a firm?s name 
in the cover letter.

- Keep your cover letter to a page if you can.

- Find out the head of HR?s name as this is usually 
the person who will be reading your cover letter. 
This can be easily found on the firm?s website. If 
you are desperate and have not been able to find a 
name address your letter to ?the Recruitment 
Team?.

Interv iew  Tips.
- Research the firm - show them you are interested 
in what they do.

- Prepare some questions to ask them.

- Be on time, dress appropriately, remember their 
names, and relax! Be yourself and let your 
personality shine.

General  Tips.
- Check out nz.gradconnect ion.com  for more 
information about available summer clerk and 
graduate positions. 

- For more tips and a wealth of information, search 
Google for the Law St udent s' Careers Guide.
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Bui lding 
Resi l ience.

Wri tten by Jan Blai r.

1. Look  af ter your 
physical  w el l -being.
- Sleep at least 7 ? 8 hours;

- Take care of your body;

- Maintain a healthy diet;

- Limit caffeine, alcohol etc;

- Hydrate (2 litres of water per day at 
least);

- Maintain regular exercise;

- Massage;

- Take 30 minutes each day to spend 
?alone ? me time?.

2. Tak e & Learn.
- Catnaps;

- Relaxation exercises;

- Visualisation (achieving and 
succeeding);

- Positive self-talk;

- Forehead massage;

- Breathing in for 8, hold for 8, out for 
8;

- Sing and listen to relaxing music;

- Stretch;

- Meditate;

- Maybe learn yoga.
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Life as a student at Law School can be a real challenge. You need to adjust to a 
new environment ? deal with new concepts, subject content, ways of thinking 
and meeting deadlines (often multiple ones) tutorials, tests, presentations, 
social events and in most cases work commitments, as well as endeavouring to 
achieve some balance to your life.

As a consequence, you will need to develop the ability to function effectively 
under pressure, avoid burn out, manage stress, develop resilience and the skills 
that will enable you to thrive on the challenges you face and achieve to the best 
of your ability at Law School.

It could be said that the stresses and challenges you face throughout your 
studies are not dissimilar to your future life as a lawyer. The real key to success 
is to develop strategies to cope with pressure, and stress and more than 
anything is to build resilience (individual stress management), and an ability to 
bounce back from adversity. A relevant mantra to consider, and apply, is ?when 
the going is tough, the tough get going?. Also never forget that everyone is 
anxious - not just you.

Helpful  Tips to M anage Stress:



3. Relationships.
- Maintain healthy positive relationships 
with friends and family;

- Get involved in law school, student life 
and events;

- Form and attend study groups.

4. Personal  M anagement.
- Work smart ? if you work more 
effectively in the morning, do the more 
difficult tasks then and vice versa;

- Develop effective time management 
skills. Suggest only have on your daily 
?to do? list what you could achieve in 
that day ? list no more than 5;

- Stay in the NOW. Concentrate on the 
daily list ? not the end of the week or 
next week;

- Do create a long term plan as well - 
but plan only what is manageable for 
the day;

- Ensure your daily plan is balanced ? 
not just work or study (e.g. put in 
exercise and time with friends/family as 
well);

- Attend relevant workshops available 
to you, e.g:

- CV preparation;

- Interview skills;

- Time management;

- Building resilience;

- Wellness;

- TALK to someone ? SEEK HELP if you 
are anxious or dealing with difficult 
personal or work related issues.

5. For study 
issues/ex tensions.
- Talk to your Supervisor;

- Tutor;

- SOULS;

- Student services.

6. For Personal  Issues.
- A counsellor;

- Student health;

- Your GP.

7. Learn to Relax .
- Walk with awareness;

- Connect to your body. Know when it is 
not functioning well;

- Study things that interest you;

- Listen to or play music;

- Draw; paint; colour in;

- Be in nature;

- Meditate;

- Maintain a spiritual dimension;

- Focus on a calm relaxed pleasurable 
feeling (practise);

- Be in the moment ? NOW;

- Maintain correct posture, inhale from 
belly, not upper body;

- Learn relaxation exercises.

8. Some further useful  
t ips to shrink  your 
w orries and day to day 
anx ieties.
- Is it really your problem?

- Share it with someone else. Others 
will welcome your trust;

- Put it on paper. It?s easier to see it in 
perspective;

- Raise your shoulders, then drop them. 
Relax your whole body;

- Inhale deeply, exhale with a sigh a few 
times. Let your tension go as you 
breathe out;

- Give yourself 15 minutes to 
concentrate on your worry, then firmly 
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leave it behind;

- Do something physical. Give your tension an outlet;

- Look for some humour in the situation;

- Imagine a few years from now. How much will it matter then?

- Find a good side as well as the bad;

- Picture the worst that can really happen. How likely is it?

- Say ?stop?, pause and steady your thoughts. Now take a fresh look;

- Notice something enjoyable around you. Get into the present;

- Get up earlier to prepare to face it;

- Surround yourself with joyful colours, sounds and use your strengths.

Remember that once you have developed resilience and applied the skills to maintain a healthy 
balance to your life, they will form the foundation for ever.





w w w .soulsotago.com

The End.


