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Presidential
Poem.

Oh, what a start to semester one! 

And, boy, here at SOULS we?ve done a tonne. 

First up, was cricket, which of course the students won, 

The staff despised the inclement weather, but we all had fun. 

That night we celebrated at the annual graffit i stein, 

Where indecipherable writing was one?s only pick up line.

Law camp was next, the second years? own cloud nine, 

An event that SOULS will forever enshrine.

 

Next week we watched students solicit detail, 

From various clients who could tell quite the tale.

The tennis was stellar, accompanied by an ale, 

Serves and returns recorded off the scale.

Tennis set us off for a night of riesling and brie, 

Cutting shapes on the dance floor, so happy and free.

Mentoring gave the second years the opportunity, 

To tap into the wisdom of the law school community. 

Mooting saw a record number attend finals night, 

The audience were treated to a nail-biting bitter fight.

The Swans and Harriers have both taken flight, 

But the Vultures need some more numbers to restore their might. 

We couldn?t do it without the frothers, so here?s to you,

And thanks to the Exec for your effort and all you do.

 Now it?s time to knuckle down, study hard to get through;

Find a spot in the lib, I recommend one with a view! 

Charlotte xx
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U p t o .

What SOULS has been

Competi t ions.

 At this point of the comps year, we are two down with four more to go! The first two, Client 
Interviewing and Senior Mooting have been a huge success.  

We had fifty-two students participate in Client Interviewing, it was great to have so many students 
involved whilst gaining some practical experience. We had three teams battling it out in the finals; 
Jessie Malcome & Bokyoug Mun and Harriet McCartin & Kate Randhawa and Rachael Monkhouse 
& George Mohi. It was a close final with Harriet McCartin & Kate Randhawa claiming the tit le, 
impressing the judges with their well structured interview and their ability to make their client feel 
at ease.  

SOULS has had a cracker of a year so far. All of you have gotten involved in one 
way or another - whether it be entering competitions, watching competitions, 
going to competitions for the free food and alcohol, coming to steins, coming to 
wine and cheese, entering sports events, coming to sports events for the free 
food and alcohol, joining the mentoring programme, joining the mentoring 
programme for the free food and coffee, or coming to see Jan Blair (who I 
suspect lives in the law library service elevator, emerging every week or so when 
a new idea for a workshop pops into her head).

Have a read below to catch up on what each portfolio has been doing, and as 
always, keep your eyes and ears open for upcoming events - there are some 
great ones on the way!

Jasper Fawcett, Editor
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Social .

Greetings law students! 

Our year got off to a very social start with the Graffiti Stein held upstairs at the Cook. With the 
drinks flowing all night, most only had the writing on their shirts to go by, to help them piece their 
nights together. Some were not so lucky with their shirts torn to shreds on the dancefloor (thanks 
Tim Austen for making most of this happen). All in all an awesome night, one that will no doubt 
be on the SOULS social calendar for many years to come. 

Next up was the 2nd year Law Camp held at Camp Iona. Look, what goes on law camp stays on 
law camp, but needless to say the 2nd years became very, very close with one another. This year 
the Law Camp trophy was awarded for the first time, in loving memory of our Camp Mum 
Marilyn. Playful Light Blue were the winners of the weekend for an enthralling and emotional 
duet of 'Breaking Free' from High School Musical, expertly choreographed by their leader, Jasper. 

Our last main event for the semester was the annual Bell Gully Wine and Cheese held at the 
Otago Museum. Stereocoustics played some bangers, Luke snapped some photos and as usual, 
Mark Henaghan was in high demand amongst the second years (and let?s be honest, everyone 
else) who took every opportunity to get a selfie with this law school celebrity. Far more wine than 
cheese was consumed, so much so, that very few people realised that we all got asked to leave 
early. But with many new acquaintances made, everyone continued on to the Bog where the 
festivities continued late into the night. 

All in all it?s been a hectic first half of the semester, but with events such as Cocktail Night, 
Mystery Bus Tour and Law Ball coming up, it only gets better from here. 

Stay social everyone! 

Love Haz and Zaz xo 

Next up we had Senior Mooting! We had sixteen teams entering and this comp was run over 
three nights. We had loads of positive feedback from the judges whom were most impressed with 
the high standard of the competitors this year. For the final we had an all star panel judging, with 
our own Dean Mark Henaghan, Bell Gully partner David Friar, and Justice Miller of the Court of 
Appeal. The Moot Court was absolutely packed out, to the point that we had to add extra seats; a 
testament to the quality of the Mooters. The two finalist teams were Zared Wall-Manning and 
Olivia Klinklum against Mitch East and Matthias Schorer. Both teams did a great job, highly 
impressing the tough judging panel as well as the audience. Congratulations to Zared 
Wall-Manning and Olivia Klinkum for taking it out in the end.  

We look forward to the next four competitions: Senior Negotiation, Witness Examination, Junior 
Mooting and Junior Negotiation. With the calibre of the last two competitions we are sure they will 
be a success! We encourage everyone to enter and come along to watch the finals. There will 
always be a top notch after function ? with great chat, catering and beverages.  

Love Emily and Saskia xox   
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Welfare.

Sports.

Despite the sub-par Dunedin weather we kicked the year off with the annual Staff vs Students 
cricket match. It was good to see that the weather didn?t dampen the SOULSians spirits! Even 
though Geddis worked hard to play the position of everyone on the staff team, the students 
managed to take away the win.  

Tennis was an absolute pearler of an afternoon. We had a record turnout to the event with a real 
mixed bag of abilit ies and fashion- but it was an afternoon of good tennis, pizza and drinks. 
Congrats to Lucy and Harry who won!  

Relay for Life was also a real success. We had over 30 law students walking for 12 hours for the 
Cancer Society and we managed to raise around $4,000. Pat also shed his dreds for the cause so 
big ups to him!!  

Social sports have been going strong this year with the SOULS Swans having enough people 
showing up to netball that we could form two teams lol. Harriers have been enjoying some 
morning ambles along the waterfront and various other Dunedin spots. Seahawks (bball) and 
Vultures (rugby) have only had one game under the belt but hopefully it?s a strong season for 
them too.   

Keep getting amongst the sports guys - its been awesome seeing so many of you out there!

Mary xx

The ever helpful Jan Blair visited the faculty in early March for CV skill workshops and one-on-one 
sessions, and later in April for Interview Skill workshops. If you missed out on one of her sessions, 
her tips are available if you Google her name. Jan also ran a resilience workshop which drew on 
the New Zealand Law Students Mental Welfare Guide, which is available on the Law Blackboard 
page and the Welfare section of our website. We look forward to having Jan back later in the year 
for her to pass on more of her wisdom onto us. 

In late March we had Rosamund Moore visit to talk about what to do if you don?t want to do law. 
Also, Rosamund gave some fantastic tips about applying to smaller firms, and the skills they look 
for in students. 

Finally, the team and I have been busy prepping for the inaugural SOULS semester one Welfare 
Week from May 15th-19th! Watch out for some old favourites such as Yoga, the ?SOULS in 
association with Mitch Heslip bake-off? and some secret new additions! 

Look after each other - SeanyG8





Eight  years before I was born , 
homosexuality was illegal. By the 
time I was 18, Parliament allowed 
same sex couples to marry. In less 
than 30 years there has been a 
massive change in the 
representation of sexuality in the 
media, popular culture, and wider 
society. However, despite this 
change there remains a prejudice 
and misunderstanding about queer 
lifestyles. 

It is still difficult for many people to 
understand the feelings they may be 
having. Many are often embarrassed 
for having these feelings at all. If you 
are feeling unsure about your 
sexuality, even slightly, the best thing 
you can do is talk about it. Below is a 
list of some of the assistance 
available on campus.  OUSA runs a 
Queer Support programme, led by 
full t ime staff member Hahna Briggs, 
at the Student Support Centre on 
Ethel Benjamin Place. Under Queer 
Support?s umbrella is peer support, 
where you can be confidentiality 
paired up with like-minded and 
trained buddy. 

OUSA also runs an advocacy 
programme, staffed with advocates 
who can assist if you are 
experiencing discrimination or are 
having a general rough time with uni 
life. These fully trained advocates 
can assist with all issues, and can 
also help with changes you might 
wish to make to the University?s or 
an outside group?s policy to make it 
more inclusive. Contacting one of 
Queer Support?s services is easy ? 
either visit their office behind the 
Clubs and Socs building, or send an 
email to q.suppor t @ousa.org.nz.  

Additionally, UniQ is a fully student 
run group who have a more social 
focus, providing queer friendly 
spaces and regular social functions. 
You can contact UniQ on their 
Facebook page.  

Someone a bit closer to home who 
can assist is our own Marcelo 
Rodriguez Ferrere, who is part of the 
Queer Friendly Staff Network. In 
plain terms this means that Marcelo 
is available for anyone to talk to 
about any queer related issue (or 
any issue for that matter). Marcelo is 
not the only staff member in this 
network ? you can check the OUSA 
Queer Support Website to see which 
other University staff members are 
in the network, and which 
departments they are from.  

Sometimes it can be easy to forget 
that SOULS is about more than just 
Wine and Cheese and lost property. 
As your Education and Welfare 
Representative, I am available to 
help with any welfare concerns. Any 
concerns you take to me or anyone 
else on the Executive will be held in 
the strictest confidence.  

Further to all of this, there are vast 
amounts of online resources 
available. One of the more recent 
and progressive publications out 
there can be found at 
www.t akat apui.com .  

It?s a big, changing, and challenging 
world out there but most of all it is 
exciting and there is always 
someone to talk to. Whether that be 
your mates, a lecturer or someone 
from Queer Support, it is super 
important to let someone know how 
you are going.

Gender Identi ty and 
Queer Support at Otago.

Wri tten by Sean Gamble.
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Law oscopes
Watch out for salmonella this 
month - food poisoning is literally a 
shit time. It 's probably best to 
avoid all meat unless  you're sure 
it 's cooked - and no, this wasn't 
written by the vegan (Marcelo).

Wri tten by Sean Gamble.

Ar ies (Mar  21-Apr  20)

Your spirit animal is a bull. This is 
especially true this month. Try 
charging at things head on, and 
sticking your horns into things 
around the faculty (I.e. get involved 
- don't literally attack people). 

Americans call this time of year 
'fall'. For you, leaves will fall from 
the trees, things will fall into place, 
and you might just find yourself 
falling in love (maybe with a 
person; more likely with coffee).

Taurus (Apr  21-May 21) Gem ini (May 22-Jun 21)

Irregular moon patterns mean 
relationships abound this month.  
Download Tinder, sign up for the 
next SOULS 'Legally Blind' date, 
and find your law school love 
around the Richardson.

Cancer  (Jun 22-Jul 22)

You are a lion and you need to take 
charge of your pride. Your law 
posse are looking for inspiration, 
and you are the one to give it to 
them. Suggest a study session with 
your friends - it 'll pay off!

Whatever you do, stay away from 
Mark Henaghan this month. He's 
insatiable at the moment, and  his 
average conversation time is 
hovering around 130 minutes. 
Don't get stuck in the lift with him!

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22) Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 23)

Right now, activity is more 
important than ever.  Try playing 
for one of the SOULS social sports 
teams - you'll meet new people, 
and de-stress before those 
upcoming exams.

Libra (Sep 24-Oct  23)

The transition of Neptune brings 
uncharacteristic lateness. Make an 
extra effort to be on time - and 
learn which lecturers care more 
than others when you stumble into 
Archway 4 ten minutes late.

Is talking about what you want 
going to get it? No! The only way 
you can get what you want is by 
working for it. You can make things 
happen in your life - you just need 
to keep calm, and carry on.

Scorpio (Oct  24-Nov 22) Sagit t ar ius (Nov 23-Dec 21)

If you want any sense of balance in 
your life, you have to find a way to 
take your internal clock and slow it 
down. A great way to slow your roll 
would be to laugh a lot - law 
chat/puns are the best thing ever.

Capr icorn (Dec 22-Jan 20)

Small ideas will take hold of you 
this month. Be prepared to work 
on your assignments with renewed 
vigour - it may seem hectic, but 
good results will come from your 
hard work. 

You are far more susceptible to the 
common cold than usual at the 
moment. Have lots of vitamins, 
drink fluids, and rest - but most 
importantly, don't use a Carbolic 
Smoke Ball. They're a scam.

Aquar ius (Jan 21-Feb 19) Pisces (Feb 20-Mar  20)
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Oh , the Places You'l l  Go!
Otago law  graduates end up w ork ing al l  over the w orld.               Here are a few  ex amples of  w here they've got to!

Sam  Dykes
Senior  Associat e at  St ibbe Lawyers

Am st erdam , The Net her lands

Andrew  Row
LLM Candidat e at  Harvard Universit y

Bost on, Massachuset t s

Lucy Richardson
NZ Perm anent  Mission t o t he Unit ed Nat ions

Geneva, Sw it zer land
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Oh , the Places You'l l  Go!
Otago law  graduates end up w ork ing al l  over the w orld.               Here are a few  ex amples of  w here they've got to!

Laura Thom as
Project  Manager  for  t he WHO and 

Research Fellow  in Public Healt h Law
Melbourne, Aust ralia

Luke Meehan
Associat e at  Jones Day Lawyers

Al-Khobar , Saudi Arabia

Jam es Kevany
Legal Counsel for  Google (YouTube)

London, Unit ed Kingdom
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Dunedin?s t en days of  sum m er  are now over , and 
the temperature is dropping faster than Zared 
Wall-Manning on the Starters dance floor. It can be 
hard to remain positive when you?re battling your 
way into uni in the torrential rain, wearing so many 
layers of clothes that you resemble a potato, and 
falling over on the ridiculously slippery tiles outside 
the Richardson. However, I have been tasked with 
reminding you all of the exciting things yet to come in 
the year, and give you some ways to remain positive. 
I?m assuming I have been chosen due to my inherent 
kindness and the positivity I radiate towards all. 

1. SOULS Events
In the winter months, it can be way too cold to trek all 
the way to the Octagon and line up for 15 minutes at 
Vault 21 to be rewarded only with an uncomfortable 
dance from a sub-par guy and harassment from the 
group of bogans standing outside. Luckily SOULS has 
your back, with many different events organised 
throughout the winter months. There is the cocktail 
night, law ball back again (this time with a surprise 
venue), mystery bus tour and a few steins.

On a more cultural note we will have our law revue at 
the beginning of second semester. This is always a 
great thing to get involved in and the heaters are 
always on in Castle Lecture Theatre so I guarantee it 
will be warmer than your flat.  Welfare week is 
another great event at the end of each semester. This 
year we will have the second Women in Law event, 
the annual staff vs student comedy debate, a pub 
quiz and many other exciting events. Our marae trip 
with Te Roopu Whai Putake is scheduled to take place 
on the 15th of September, and it promises to be a 
great one. 

Wi n t e r
i s  c o m i n g .

Wri tten by Bri ttany Reddington.
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2. The sense of  enti t lement 
and smugness you get f rom 

being a law  student 
What better to warm you up than the feeling of 
superiority you get in the Richardson lifts when 
someone presses the button for any floor below 7? 

3. Cheap/ f ree food 
Your bank account, as well as your mood can drop in 
winter. Accordingly, it is crucial to be well informed of all 
the cheap and free meals around campus. There is of 
course the Hare Krishna $3 lunch, which is always great 
for a warm and hearty meal if you can handle the 
company of exchange students and marginally bathed 
hippies.  Secondly, you can purchase $6 curries from the 
OUSA reception in clubs and socs ? pay SOULS celeb 
Shrek Gamble a visit to purchase one. Finally, keep an 
eye out on the SOULS Facebook page, where we will 
post whenever any leftover food from staff meetings is 
available in the common room. 

4. Not hav ing to see Rex  
sunbathing topless outside 

the Richardson 
This one might be marginal but it is true, and if Rex is 
reading this he needs to know. 

5. The best l ibrary 
Law library is by far the best library on campus ? warm, 
great views, a cosy common room with an arcade 
machine, and the chance to sit next to Andrew 
Benington ? what more could you want? 

6. Jesse Wal l  back  in tow n 
Blessed. 

7. Cheap Unipol  classes 
It can be hard to stay motivated to exercise during these 
colder months, but luckily Unipol runs cheap classes 

during the exam periods! Make the most of these and 
give the classes a go, and if you enjoy them you can 
purchase a great value pass for the whole of the next 
semester.  

8. The rel ief  that you are not 
in second year 

For those of you in 3rd year and above, the best thing 
you can do to perk yourself up in the times that you are 
down is to be thankful that you are past 2nd year. No 
more tutorials, no more property (for most people), no 
more compulsory assignments, but sadly, no more 
compulsory Nicola Peart.  For those of you still in 
second year, don?t despair! There are definitely some 
positives. Jess Palmer is still to come! She is an 
incredible ray of sunshine that breaks through the dark 
winter of second year. You also don?t have exams in first 
semester, which is definitely the highlight of the year. 
Make sure you all come along to the Second Year No 
Exams Party at the end of the semester! And the best 
part of second year lasts beyond the year ? all the 
amazing friends you make when you are battling in the 
library and struggling in tutes definitely get you through 
second year, and every year after. 

9. M emes
I would strongly recommend sassy socialist memes to 
everyone, particularly those doing juris as I suspect 
Michael Robertson is the admin. 

10. Col legial i ty 
Truly the best part of Otago Law School (as Mark loves 
to remind us) is the collegiality of all the people. In my 
final year this year it?s so great looking back on all the 
incredible friends I?ve made through the law school, 
from all years. Make sure you take time out from study 
to catch up with your friends, and to talk to them if you 
are having any problems or feeling out of your depth. 
We are also really lucky to have such supportive staff 
here at Otago, who are available for advice if you aren?t 
doing so well. Finally, everyone on SOULS is always 
willing to help, whether it be pointing you in the right 
direction for someone to talk to, or getting you involved 
in various events and groups for something to look 
forward to. 
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Headcase: Law Student v Dignity [2017] NZVB 

Held: Dignity lost, student awarded hangover dustier than the 
Law Reports in the Richardson Library.  

As a fifth year, my search for a SOULS mate has been, much like 
a Carbolic Smoke Ball, steamy yet ineffective. As such, I figured 
it was high time to leave it to ?the experts? at SOULS to bag me 
the Jesse to my Marcello.  In true scarfie fashion I rocked up 8 
standards deep, fizzing to discuss some dicta. ?Jesse? came in 
hot a few minutes later (only not the inebriated kind), lets just 
say I wanted him to invade my personal space on a Mark 
Henaghan level.  

Turns out, to my delight, he was * plot twist*  a second year and 
even better, was still living in a hall. My international man of 
mystery was also pretty fresh to New Zealand, so I thought it 
only fair to apply some undue influence to down our wine to 
test his cultural assimilation. In hindsight, this was an error of 
judgment; he passed the test but I was on the verge of passing 
out.  The chain of causation that then led us to a bar 
somewhere in the wider Octagon vicinity (unclear). 

What I do know is we drank something akin to methylated 
spirits, and I am estopped from recalling what happened 
thereafter. On a request for discovery the next day, my 
charming date informed me some expelling of bodily fluids in a 
bathroom was involved (take from that what you will). As for 
where the rest of the night took us, I am not one to cougar and 
tell but ?  res ispa loquitor.  

On a side note, I hope my date fleeing the country a few days 
after our rendezvous is unrelated to the night?s events. Watch 
this space.  

Editors note: The following day, this charming female 'accidentally' sent me 
a text saying: "P.s. I've been getting with 4th years". She later said: "I would 
like to affirm my stance as a big advocate of 'getting with' younger students 
for study purposes, and I would encourage readers to do the same."

Her. Him.

We at SOULS are firm believers in increasing inter-year group and intra-faculty relations (or as Mark Henaghan would call it, 'collegiality'). 
To this end, we've decided to set up single law students on blind dates. We provide the food and alcohol, you provide a good time and a 
write-up of the night's events (as below). If this sounds like you, keep an eye on our Facebook page for the next round of sign-ups!

In typical Dunedin fashion, the night kicked off to Jayfly?s Do You 
Like Jungle blaring from the speakers, while my mate, dressed in 
a Hawaiian shirt and speedsters, enthusiastically passed me 
drink after drink. It was like the Olympics, but for my liver.  Once 
the clock hit quarter to eight, I stumbled out the door and 
scrambled onto my bike, zooming down to Captain James 
Cook?s very own Velvet Burger.  As the cool autumn breeze blew 
through my hair, and the moonlight illuminated the road before 
me, I realized that, like Lance Armstrong, someone should have 
banned me from using my bicycle that evening. Nonetheless, 
with a hand-picked bouquet of flowers in one hand, and a bottle 
of wine secured tightly in my bicycle?s water bottle holder, I rode 
further into the night. 

At Velvet, my date (X) and I were quickly paired and brought 
down to an intimate corner of the restaurant, where I presented 
her with her bouquet of assorted vegetation - she seemed 
delighted. From that moment onwards, both the conversation 
and the wine flowed like the waters of the Waikato river. X 
turned out to be absolutely lovely, with fantastic chat, a 
beautiful smile, and striking eyes. Mid-way through the meal, we 
forgot about the food altogether and began trying to out-drink 
each other instead; that vino hit us like a train.  We then agreed 
to head down to a nearby whiskey bar; big mistake. A sip of 
whiskey deep and I had to be excused to the bathroom, where I 
proceeded to redecorate the walls and floors with my spew. 
Then, peacefully, like a faun in the forest, I lay down to take a 
nap on the restroom floor. 

I would love to tell you about how I heroically resuscitated and 
went on to taking X home, but nope. As I awoke from my 
snooze, my dreams, hopes, and fantasies for the night lay on 
the floor beside me, in the shape of a puddle of vomit. By then, 
X had gone home. Anti-climactic, I know.  

Moral of the story, everyone deserves a second chance. X let?s 
go another date? 

Thanks to SOULS for the evening! 10/10 would recommend.





Li fe in the Lecture Theatre.
Jess.M eet

What  is t he funniest  t h ing t hat  has ever  happened in a 
lect ure? 

Racking my brain on this one. Nothing funny ever happens 
in my lectures. Except when I say too much. Which is often. 

What  is t he m ost  awkward encount er  you?ve had w it h 
a st udent  out side of  Uni? 

Asking for advice from the shop assistant about some 
clothes I was trying on?  to find she was one of my 
students. 

If  you had a t agline, what  would it  
be? (e.g. Nike: Just  do it !) 

You haven?t really lived until you?ve 
flowcharted. 

If  you released an album , what  genre 
would it  be, and what  would you call 
i t ?  

Funk with a bit of hip hop melodics 
thrown in.  

Unconscionable Correlativity (Do you see 
what I did there, LAWS427ers??) 

Would you rat her  be st uck  in Archway 4 for  24 hours or  
have 10,000 needles dr iven int o you?

Archway 4 obviously. But not if Tool is playing. 

What  is your  favour it e song? 

Lose My Soul by TobyMac. 

What  is your  favour it e legal judgm ent ? 

Westdeutsche Landesbank, of course. Lord Bdub rocks the 

house. 

What  is t he m ost  int erest ing fact  you know ? 

Who comes up with these questions? I?m a law lecturer. I 
don?t do interesting. 

* * Interesting replacement fact from the editor: A moose 
can dive down nearly 6 metres underwater in search of 
food. 

What  is t he m ost  t rouble you have ever  been in? 

My parents busted me stealing my dad?s loose change to 
buy nail polish when I was about 6. Turns out they had 
known for a while and waited until there were enough 
bottles of nail polish to seal the case against me. When I 

got to law school, I refused to do 
Evidence. 

What  is t he m ost  useless law  paper? 

I?m always suspicious of those ?Law 
and? ? papers. 

Have you ever  had any nicknam es? 
What  were/are t hey? 

Nup, but you might be able to fill me in 
on some recent ones. 

(Editor 's note: I think 'Jess' is short and 
snappy enough not to warrant a 
nickname - although students, please 
feel free to get creative)

What  is t he worst  gif t  you have ever  received? 

A My Little Pony umbrella from my big brother when I was 
far too old for My Little Pony.  

What  is your  m ost  bizar re t alent ? 

I can say the alphabet backwards in less than 4 seconds. 

What  do you t h ink  is t he great est  invent ion in t he 
whole wor ld? 

The printing press. 

What  is your  favour it e m ovie quot e? 

"Hello, my name is Inigo Montoya, you killed my father, 
prepare to die." - The Princess Bride.
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Li fe in the Lecture Theatre.
Ben.M eet

What  is t he funniest  t h ing t hat  has ever  happened in a 
lect ure? 

Public Law, University of Canterbury, Early 2000s. Two 
streakers enter the lecture theater as the professor drones 
on about his book. However, they are not fully nude. 
Professor: ?Well if you are going to do it at least do it 
properly?. Pause. ?Unless you are worried about shrinkage 
? ?. 

What  is t he m ost  awkward encount er  you?ve had w it h 
a st udent  out side of  Uni? 

Not recognising students is definitely the worst! 

If  you had a t agline, what  would it  be? (e.g. Nike: Just  
do it !) 

Who are you advising, and what do they want? 

If  you released an album , what  genre 
would it  be, and what  would you call 
i t ?  

Opera. The Number One Best Opera Album 
in the World Ever. 

Would you rat her  be st uck  in Archway 
4 for  24 hours or  have 10,000 needles 
dr iven int o you?

Definitely 10,000 needles.

What  is your  favour it e song? 

September from Vier letzte Lieder (Four 
Last Songs) by Richard Strauss. 

What  is your  favour it e legal judgm ent ? 

Lowe v Auckland City Council HC Auckland AP44/93, 12 May 

1993 (although I am really a cat person). 

What  is t he m ost  int erest ing fact  you know ? 

You can?t lick your own elbow ?  go on, try it! 

What  is t he m ost  t rouble you have ever  been in? 

When I wouldn?t let my daughters (aged 4, 2 and 0) eat 
more than one Easter egg on Easter Sunday ?  Mind you, I 
probably would have been in more trouble with my wife if I 
had given them any more, so I?m going to call that a win! 

What  is t he m ost  useless law  paper? 

I plead the 5th! (Wait ?  wrong jurisdiction, but ?I plead s 
23(4)(b) of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990? is just 
not as catchy.)  

Have you ever  had any nicknam es? What  were/are 
t hey? 

The ?walking dictionary? ?  which is ironic because I really 
can?t spell. 

What  is t he worst  gif t  you have ever  received? 

That would be my birthday gift two years 
ago. A hard drive to record shows. I got 
an old one to test to see if it would work 
on my antiquated TV. It did. But they 
needed the old one back ?  I am still 

waiting for my new one ?  

What  is your  m ost  bizar re t alent ? 

I was able to guess my daughters? heart 
beats in utero very accurately ?  which 
really weirded the midwives out.   

What  do you t h ink  is t he great est  
invent ion in t he whole wor ld? 

Spell check.

What  is your  favour it e m ovie quot e? 

Gandalf vs the Balrog (or is that the Faculty vs the 
students?): ?You Shall Not Pass!? 
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Sp e a k i n g  O u t
a b o u t  s p e a k i n g  u p

As I was walk ing t o m y f irst  Public Law  lect ure of  2016, I 
happened to walk behind a couple of second year law students. 
Naturally, being law students, the pair?s conversation was at an 
elevated volume, and so naturally, when I heard them mention my 
name, I eavesdropped. Sadly, my presence in their conversation was 
not for positive reasons. It turned out that I had a bit of a reputation, 
one that stretched beyond my voluminous hair, poor posture and, 
apparently, ill-fitt ing trousers.   

That reputation was for ? quelle horreur! ? asking students questions 
during lectures, and singling out particular students to answer them. 
This was new information to me. While I knew I had a reputation for 
picking on students who wear stripes or bright colours, I was quite 
unnerved that now I simply had a reputation for asking students 
questions at all, and that these students were utterly fearful of that 
reputation. As I explained to that class, there are many reasons for 
this approach: it lets me gauge whether students are following the 
lecture and understanding the material, while at the same time 
engaging the class and breaking up the monotony of my dulcet 
baritone (occasionally alto) voice. Ultimately, I think (and students tell 
me confidentially in feedback) that the approach can make lectures 
more interesting. It is not and was never supposed to be a technique 
to terrify students. I?m no sadist ? that?s Professor Geddis?s 
department. 

I understand that my light-hearted analysis of the various baseball 
caps, clothing choices and beards in class (although let?s be honest, 
when it comes to beards, it?s just me projecting my significant 
insecurities on that score) might sting a litt le in the public setting of 
Archway 4. However, through talking with students in the 
apparent-therapy-session-that-is-the-SOULS-wine-and-cheese-event, 
it?s become clear that people are less mortified about having me 
talking about their stripy clothing than they are mortified about 
answering the question. So mortified, it seems, that they will go to 
great lengths to avoid being called upon in class. 

Now, I?m well aware that some students are afflicted by acute social 
anxiety and that to speak in such a public setting is a genuinely 
upsetting experience. I do not want to minimise those very real 
issues that such students face (and, I should note, am taking steps in 
my future lectures to accommodate these students to ensure I never 
call upon them). However, it seems that classes are possessed by a 
collective social anxiety: no one wants to answer the question. It?s not 

Wri tten by M arcelo Rodriguez Ferrere.

" You might 

feel  
that your  
col leagues 
are...burning 
you w i th  
thei r gaze of  
j udgment.

They 
aren't. 
Trust me."
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as if the questions are particularly difficult: the 
vast majority of students will answer the 
questions I pose correctly (after all, as I 
described above, I?m not trying to catch people 
out).  Moreover, it?s not like there isn?t a 100% 
effective solution to being called out: simply 
raise your hand and volunteer the answer and 
neither you nor your colleagues will be called 
upon to provide it.  

So, if students know the answer to my 
questions, why don?t they (you) provide it 
voluntarily, and why are they (you) terrified 
when I ask them to provide it? Certainly, this 
reticence isn?t a common feature of law 
students internationally. North American 
students, for example, suffer from the reverse: 
they won?t stop asking questions of the lecturer. 
I?ve seen entire lectures being derailed by 
inquisitive students not letting the lecturer get a 
word out. Perhaps that?s the hell some of you 
would wish for me. So let us localise the issue: 
why do Otago law students have a problem 
with speaking out in class? Perhaps much of it 
has to do with New Zealand and its national 
predilection to embracing tall poppy syndrome: 
to raise your hand and venture an opinion is to 
be different; other, and thus generally to be 
avoided. However, I would think, and hope, that 
law students ? future advocates ? would be the 
one sector of University that we can depend 
upon to break the mould and resist that 
national ethos.  

It comes down to consequences. Answering 
questions can be stressful when there is so 
much on the line, and so litt le to gain. Answer 
the question correctly, and you?re a 
geek/nerd/keener/try hard (or whatever is the 
appropriate term these days); answer the 
question incorrectly, and you look like an idiot. 
Either way, you become a social pariah. So, you 
might be screaming silently in the library while 
reading this: why would I want to answer the 
question when there is no good that can come of 
it? 

Indeed, if that?s the case, I completely 
understand why you wouldn?t want to answer 
the question. Except of course, that?s not the 
case. Those are phantom consequences. Few 
students will label you a geek for answering a 

question correctly (those that do really ought to 
query why they are in a place of higher 
learning). Similarly, I?m certain students won?t 
label you an idiot for incorrectly answering a 
question in good faith. You might feel that your 
colleagues are appending those labels to you; 
burning you with their gaze of judgment. They 
aren?t. Trust me. They?ve already forgotten the 
exchange. And, if you answered correctly, they 
likely appreciate the fact that you?ve stopped 
the line of questioning from continuing.  

On a hot March day in 2004, as I sat in the third 
row of a particularly stuffy Archway 4, Associate 
Professor James Allan (now Garrick Professor of 
Law at the University of Queensland) asked the 
Public Law class who wrote the American 
Declaration of Independence. I?m still not 
particularly certain of the relevance of the 
question. All I know is that Allan picked on 
students mercilessly: ?you in the red hat, or 
whatever that is on your head?. I?m not sure 
what possessed me, but I yelled out ?Benjamin 
Franklin?. It was incorrect, and Allan made it 
clear that this was the case: ?nice try, but I think 
he was too busy flying a kite.? He nevertheless 
stopped the line of questioning and moved on 
(Thomas Jefferson, if you were wondering.) And 
so, dear reader, as a law student once who had 
a lecturer that would with apparent callousness 
call students out to answer questions, I know 
and empathise with your feelings of 
mortification. But, I also know that no-one, 
no-one, remembers that exchange apart from 
me. There were no negative consequences. 

I?m realistic. I know that I won?t change the 
Otago culture: I shan?t turn up to a lecture and 
have a hundred hands raised high and 
desperate to engage in a meaningful dialogue 
and exchange of ideas. But that doesn?t mean 
I?m going to stop asking questions, because it?s 
important to aim towards that ideal of making 
lectures beneficial, engaging and interactive 
experiences. My challenge to you, students, 
now that you know (and perhaps always knew) 
there are no negative consequences to 
speaking up, will you resist this collective 
anxiety that pervades Archway 4? Will you raise 
your hand and stop being so fearful of my 
penchant for stripes? It?s your move. 
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Was it  t he iconic par t y l i fe t hat  drew  m e to Law school in 
Dunedin? A desire to live that much coveted scarfie 
experience? Or was it the true ?embrace? of Mark Henaghan? 
In all honesty, it was probably a bit of all three. 

After spending two years at Victoria University of 
Wellington, I made the decision to pack up my life and enroll 
in Otago University to continue studying toward my Law and 
Media degree.  I can now safely say it has ended up being 
one of the best decisions of my life. 

Being a born and bred Southlander, when it came to 
choosing a Uni after school I quite honestly wanted to get as 
far away from the deep south as possible. Trying to avoid 
the cold and get away from small town life, Wellington?s 
?bright lights? drew me in tenfold. Hopping on a plane and 
looking around Victoria Uni at it?s annual open day, I fell in 
love. It was a beautiful sunny day, the campus was bustling, 
and the LAWS101 lecturer Grant Morris was as charismatic 
as ever (think Mark Henaghan, but with Wellington 
trendiness). 

So, while everyone was on edge about whether they would 
get into Arana or Studholme, I was applying for halls I had 
never even heard of before. I was lucky to be accepted into 
Weir House, which was back then one of the closest Halls to 
the Uni, and had a pretty impressive pass rate for law.  

At the start of 2013 I flew up to our capital city and lived in 
Weir House. I?m lucky in that I made some amazing friends. 
Weir House was, I guess, like any other hall ? a mix of nerdy 
kids, jocks, super sporty kids, strictly Lululemon only cool 

The

o t a g o
e m b r a c e

Wri tten by Lucy K ingsbury.
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girls, and all other groups in between. It?s always hard 
to say retrospectively where I fit into that mix, but I 
know I made some lifelong friends who are now 
dotted all over New Zealand. Overall first year was 
great, and I feel like Vic does offer you a true student 
experience. I guess it wasn?t until second year where I 
started to feel like I wasn?t quite in the right place.  

First of all, finding a flat was horrific up in Wellington. 
With no student area we found ourselves having to 
compete with yo-pros and the like, meaning a flat 
remotely close to Uni was going to be close to $200 
each a week. We managed to land a cold as hell flat 
up the top of a huge hill, at least half an hour?s walk 
from Uni in the suburb of Northland, and paid $185 a 
week. Living at least a 20-minute car drive away from 
any of our friends, flat parties became a bit of a 
mission to get to, and nights out in town always 
ended with a ridiculous cab fare home. But that?s all I 
knew, so I guess I kind of just sucked it up. 

Uni life in second year was cool though, after getting 
through competitive first year law (which I vouch is 
just as hard as down here in Otago as opposed to 
many rumours).  Law classes were way different to 
what I?m now acquainted to down here. Most of the 
time now I?m dragging my sorry ass to lectures in 
Archway, hungover from a big weekend and sharing 
half my attention with the lecturer and half with 
Facebook. Up at Vic we sadly did not have this luxury. 

Through the implementation of the infamous 
Socratic method, the lecturer by the end of the year 
would know most of us by name, and would call on 
us randomly, and frequently, to answer questions. 
This meant instead of crawling out of bed 15 minutes 
before class and having half shut eyes at our dreaded 
9ams, you had to be alert, focused and ready to 
answer questions. This meant I always HAD to be on 
top of my readings before I went to class, for fear of 
being grilled about a case for 10 minutes straight. 
Although Socratic was in theory really great for 
learning, Otago has a good thing going on by actually 
letting students relax in class. 

Vic does however trump Otago in one respect, and 
that?s being based in the old government buildings. 
This was insane, and having our own law campus 
right beside Parliament and the Supreme Court just 
can?t be beaten ? sorry Castle 1 but Vic hands down 
beats you in that department. The buildings were 
beautiful, and studying in the law library consisted of 
roaming through the hallways until you found a 
random little room (formerly government offices) 
where you nestled up and smashed out assignments.  

I wouldn?t say I hated Vic. It was fun, and the law 
school was great, but there was just one thing 
missing, and that was student energy. Wellington is 
simply owned by young professionals, who hustle 
down the Wellington streets grabbing their short 
blacks in between work meetings while wearing their 
designer suits. Wellington certainly does not belong 
to students. At times I felt like I totally loved the city, 
but at other times I felt like I was merely visiting ? I 
was a student that didn?t quite fit into the urban 
landscape.  So it was in my third year while I was 
down partying during O-Week that I realized what I 
was missing out on. Admittedly, I was on a bit of a 
bender, and I was lying around hungover with some 
of my friends that were already studying down here. 
It was weirdly then and there I realized that this is 
where I wanted to be. Dunedin is built around 
students. They?re not visitors, and they give this 
otherwise dead town an iconic vibrancy. As students 
we embrace this, swarming together in student 
areas, all going through the journey of being a 
scarfie. 

So that Friday, I decided not to catch my flight back 
up to Wellington. In hindsight, it was pretty bloody 
irrational, and I should have made the decision a lot 
sooner than when I did. But fuck I was happy I made 
it. The following years have been so great. Yes law 
school is stressful at times, and yes I miss my 
Wellington pals, but nothing compares to living in 
Dunedin while you are studying. The sense of 
belonging and togetherness I?ve felt down here is 
second to none. So now when my friend?s younger 
sisters and brothers ask me where they should go, I 
hands down sing about all Otago?s bells and whistles.  

Studying law at Otago is, in my humble opinion, the 
best in New Zealand, and the only mistake I made 
during my Uni years was not coming down to join 
you guys sooner. 

" The only mistak e I  
made during my Uni  

years w as not coming 
dow n to [Otago]  sooner"
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Innocent  
Unti l  Proven Gui l ty.

The saying goes: ?innocent  unt i l  proven guilt y?. 

In New Zealand, and around the world, most crimes 
carry a presumption of innocence. Despite this, people 
constantly slip through the cracks of our justice system. 
David Bain and Teina Pora are two high-profile 
examples of those who have been convicted of murder, 
served large portions of their lives in prison (12 and 20 
years respectively), and were then declared to be 
innocent. Around the world thousands of others have 
suffered similar ordeals ? but thanks to 68 international 
?Innocence Projects?, including the Innocence Project 
New Zealand (IPNZ), many of those wrongfully 
imprisoned are slowly but surely being exonerated.

" The number of  innocent people 
conv icted global ly is estimated to 

be as h igh as 10%"

The Innocence Network is a global organisation that 
uses DNA testing (which was often unavailable during 
original trials) to prove the innocence of those that 
have been wrongfully imprisoned. Since its 
establishment in 1992, various Innocence Projects has 
successfully helped overturn more than 350 wrongful 
convictions. With many IPNZ staff working pro bono, 
they rely heavily on the goodwill of lawyers, law 
students, psychologists and other scientists who work 
tirelessly to free innocent people from prison. This is 
necessary work ? the number of innocent people 
convicted globally is estimated to be as high as 10%. 
Just let that sink in. 1 in 10 prisoners could be innocent. 
  

IPNZ is spearheaded by our very own Prof Mark 
Henaghan, our vice-chancellor Prof Harlene Hayne, and 
Psychology Associate Prof Rachel Zajac, among others. 
The day-to-day operations of the project are facilitated 

Wri tten by Jasper Faw cett.

24



by Dr Bridget Irvine. As they all attest, 
overturning a conviction is no easy feat. 
?Because the [justice] system doesn?t like to 
admit it is wrong?, says Mark Henaghan, 
?you have to do a hell of a lot of work?  to 
show there is something the system has 
missed?. In New Zealand, convictions cannot 
be overturned unless fresh and credible 
evidence comes to light. This is why the 
Innocence Network relies heavily on DNA 
evidence, which can provide conclusive 
proof of a person?s innocence. Before the 
advent of DNA testing, factors such as 
incorrect eyewitness accounts, false 
confessions, and incorrect questioning 
techniques caused an alarming number of 
people to be locked away for crimes they 
did not commit. 

" [Teina]  Pora w as ask ed 
'w hat colour w as the car?' 

He guessed four or f ive 
di f ferent colours before 

landing on the right one, 
and the pol ice moved on to 

the nex t question"

There is arguably no better example of this 
than Teina Pora. While not related to DNA, 
Pora?s case demonstrates the break-down of 
the justice system that was so typical of the 
80s and 90s. Pora?s Lawyer, Jonathan Krebs, 
originally got involved with the case because 
Pora?s confession ?just looked so ridiculous?. 
Pora has a mental age of 8-12 years old, and 
suffers from foetal alcohol spectrum 
disorder. When questioned by the police 
therefore, Pora had a desire to please and 
agree with them ? and he eventually agreed 
to everything they told him. One vivid 
example of this was when Pora was asked 
?what colour was the car??. He guessed four 
or five different colours before landing on 
the right one, and the police moved on to 
the next question. 

Thankfully, Krebs notes that ?police 
questioning techniques have improved 

considerably?, and the introduction of 
compulsory video-taping of interviews, 
coupled with better police training, has led 
to far fewer false confessions. Nevertheless, 
there is always more to be done. Krebs is 
currently taking a case to the Privy Council 
that began under the Innocence Project, but 
?ran out of steam?. He notes that ?the 
[problem with] the Innocence Project is that 
it relies upon the goodwill of people ? and 
there is a limited supply?. 

Currently the Innocence Project is 
supported by a bunch of volunteers around 
Dunedin, most of whom are law students in 
their fourth or fifth year of study. Different 
students help the team each year, 
volunteering for around 3 hours per week. 
In the words of Bridget Irvine, ?Law 
students? in their volunteer capacity? are 
the backbone of the project?. Helping out 
the Innocence Project is an excellent, 
hands-on way to give back to the 
community and to learn how the legal 
system works (or sometimes doesn?t). The 
Project is always looking for new volunteers 
who can bring energy and a fresh 
perspective to understanding claims of 
wrongful convictions. A basic understanding 
of criminal law (and the law of evidence) is 
helpful, and students who are completing 
complementary second degrees (e.g. 
psychology, biochemistry) also bring new 
ideas into the mix.

" Law  students - in thei r 
volunteer capaci ty - are the 

back bone of  the proj ect"

If you are interested in helping out the 
Innocence Project team, or just want to find 
out more, get in touch with Dr Bridget Irvine, 
Research Co-ordinator of the Innocence Project 
New Zealand. Bridget is happy to receive calls 
on 03 479 4002, or emails to 
ipnz@psy.otago.ac.nz. 
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OMG, third year has begun. Suddenly you 
have 5 research and writing pieces looming 
over you for the next two years. But you are 
not alone?  you have the Law Library. 

 First, some general tips for successful legal 
research. 

1. Plan your research ? think about 
keywords, cases and statutes, and 
jurisdiction.

2. Use the databases provided ? they ensure 
the data you find is of a high quality and will 
save you time in the long run.

3. Evaluate your research (is it good law?), 
keep track of what you found, where and 
how. 

4. Use the NZ Law Style Guide for 
referencing.

5. If you get stuck, don?t delay, get help.

Here?s how we can help: 

The Law  Subject Guide.
Bookmark it now.  ot ago.l ibguides.com / law  

This guide is a portal to all of your legal 
research needs. The Research St rat egies 
tab contains links to the step-by-step guides 
used in the LAWS398 tutorials, the Faculty 
Research and Writing guide, flowcharts, a 
suite of self-help database tutorials, and 
much much more. 

Law  Databases. 
WestlawNZ LexisNexisNZ, CCH, Heinonline, 
LegalTrac, ICLR, Westlaw and Lexis are the 
key resources you should use. The Law 
Subject Guide Dat abase t ab provides links 
to these resources as well as tips for their 
use. 

The Law  Librarian, 
K ate Thompson. 

If you need additional help, or have a 
burning question, please contact me before 
the frustration kicks in! Legal research is 
sometimes like being a detective, so when a 
clue is eluding you, I can talk you through the 
problem. I can also help you with your 
research strategy, choosing the best 
databases, referencing questions, avoiding 
plagiarism, and other academic necessities.

The Library.
It?s not all online. The physical library 
collection contains a lot of high quality and 
unique information that is not on the 
internet. 

- Use Library Search\Ketu to discover what is 
on the shelves (ot ago.ac.nz/ l ibrary).

- The latest editions of key texts 
recommended by the Faculty of Law staff are 
on Reserve: this is a closed collection, so 
Library Staff will mediate your requests. 

- If you want a tour, try the virtual one via the 
subject guide, or get your mates together 
and arrange a group tour with the Law 
Librarian. 

Library staf f . 
Front line library staff are there to help you, 
or direct you to someone who can. They 
have a wide understanding of general library 
functions and services. Just ask. 

Thank you and enjoy! The law library is here 
to help you - make use of us, and you will be 
rewarded!

Law  Library Tips.
Wri tten by K ate Thompson, Law  Librarian.
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The End.
(happy autumn!)
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