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                                       on 

making it through what has been an incredibly 
busy, but fantastic year at the University of Otago 
Law School!  

They say that the years go faster the older you 
get, but I swear this year has gone faster than any 
of the others put together. 

As I sit down to put together this final magazine 
for 2016, and as we all our well within the grips of 
exams, late nights and far too much caffeine, it is 
a great time to reflect on the awesome things that 
have happened over the last 6/7 months. Under 
the brilliant direction of Jake Mills and his vice 
President, Nick Hume, SOULS has attempted to 
(and i'd like to hope succeeded in) creating the 
most  passionate, organised, and successful Law  
calendar in a very long time.  The rest of the 
SOULS Exec have worked tirelessly (often on top 
of the busiest university timetables imagineable) 
to put 110% into everything - to hopefully enable 
you all to have had 2016 solidified as the best 
year of your Law School time, yet.

This Second Semester Exam Period can often be a 
marathon - just remember that slow and steady 
will get you there. Keep on keeping on, and 
remind yourself that Summer is just around the 
corner (and you will have all the time in the world 
to catch up on those important things that you 
have selflessly put aside for a few months 
(particularly that latest season of a Narcos, or 
going out and socialising with your friends)).

Next year you will be in the very experienced and 
reliable hands of Jasper Fawcett, the Publications 
Representative for 2017. I am without any doubt 
that he will be able to take this magazine and 
improve it exponentially. To Jasper - good luck, 
and I hope you enjoy the chance to stretch your 
creative legs with this wee  publication as much 
as I have this year.

So from me, thank you so much for reading this 
litt le magazine (and the others) -I hope you enjoy 
reading this litt le summary of 2017, a 'Year Book' 
(magazine/newsletter/placemat) if you will.  Best 
of luck for your exams, and I hope you all have an 
incredible summer. 

Alex Bond

CONGRATULATIONS
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Congratulations to Jake Mills and the 2016 SOULS 
executive for an exemplary year of planning and 
organising a wide range of student events 
throughout the year. Everything ran to plan and it 
was a joy to see all of the activities come together 
after such hard work that was put into organising 
them. SOULS runs the fullest and best programme 
by any student executive in New Zealand 
universities and in the world. The Law Faculty is 
much enriched by the collegial way the events are 
run, where there is a wide opportunity for all law 
students to be invovled and participate. 

Everything from student competitions, employer 
panels, mental health week, social events, sports 
events, the production of accession and the law 
camp were run to perfection this year. It was great 
to see all the SOULS executive turning up to all 
events including the competitions, events 
organised by Te Roopu Whai P?take take and the 
Pacific Island Law Students Association. It is this 
collegial support for each other that sets the 
Otago Law Faculty apart and makes it a wonderful 
environment where students can thrive and know 

they have the utmost support from their fellow 
students. The SOULS executive of Jake Mills, Nick 
Hume, Amelia Jull, Harriet McCartin, Brittany 
Reddington, Alex Nott, Charlotte Aspin, Alex Bond, 
Andrew Benington, Rahera Douglas and Julia Tillett 
deserve a standing ovation for all they have done 
this year. Alice Anderson and the Te Roopu Whai 
P?take take team of Jake Manera, Janelle Wilson, 
Karla Crawford, Josie Te Rata, Harry O?Connell, 
Rebeka Kiwara and Rahera Douglas have had a 
brilliant year in all aspects of their work. 

A big congratulations to Alice Anderson who was 
awarded the Jolene Patuawa-Tuilave Ma?ori 
Leadership in Law Scholarship. Alice also was 
awarded the Ta?ia Te Ture Trophy as the Ma?ori 
Moot winner. Te Roopu Whai P?take take give up 
their time selflessly to attend Ma?ori 
pre-graduations where they sing like angels for the 
graduates and their whanau. It was particularly 
wonderful to see the large turn out of Te Roopu 
Whai P?take for Professor Jacinta Ruru?s Inaugural 
Professorial Lecture. The support you have given 
to Jacinta is very much appreciated. Previous 
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members of Te Roopu Whai P?take take who 
attended the very special occassion of Jacinta?s 
lecture were very moved and deeply heartened by 
the strong bonds Te Roopu Whai P?take take have 
formed with each other and with the Faculty. 

Thank you also to Te Roopu Whai P?take who do a 
fantastic job binding course materials, which is 
hard work but much appreciated by law students. 
All the very best to Whai P?take members 
attending Te Hunga Ro?ia Ma?ori o Aotearoa 
Hui-a?-Tau in Queenstown. 

Thank you very much to Sara Lomaloma, Claudia 
Davison, Amalie Blackman and Melanie Lloyd who 
ensured that the warm pacific greetings of the 
pacific were very much a part of the Law Faculty 
this year. The newsletter that was produced on a 
regular basis showed the numerous support 
activities that were organised by PILSA. PILSA went 
the extra mile to organise and invite Sir Albert 
Rocky Palmer, an Otago graduate, and the Chief 
Justice of the Solomon Islands to visit New Zealand 
and give a very moving and significant lecture. The 
welcome of Sir Albert at the Pacific Islands Centre 
where PILSA, Te Roopu Whai P?take and SOULS 
representatives all took part, was a joy to behold. 
Thank you all for being so supportive of this 
important visit. 

Class representatives play an essential role in 
ensuring that we all are kept on our toes in the 
delivery of our teaching. All of the class reps 
played a diligent and important role in giving us 
feedback on what is working and what is not. 
Thank you to Stephen Smith for chairing the 
meeting so well and thank you to all of the class 
reps for the helpful, constructive feedback we 
received this year. We are the only law faculty in 
New Zealand that teaches second year law as a 
block of subjects all in the one year. It is a 
challenging year which you all rise to. It gives you 
all a major edge of the strongest possible base to 
your law degree. 

The second year law camp, at Camp Iona, 
organised and run by SOULS, is a great way for 

you all to meet members of your second year law 
class and form strong collegial bonds. 
Congratulations on the community service you did in 
the neighbouring community. It is an important part 
of your education to give back to the community and 
you all willingly took part in this exercise. Thank you 
very much to Alex Nott and Charlotte Aspin for all of 
the tireless work you did in organising the camp and 
ensuring it was run in a supportive and healthy way. 

Thank you to all those senior members of the Law 
Faculty who have volunteered to be mentors for 
second year law. This is a great programme run by 
SOULS to ensure that second year students are fully 
supported in their studies. A big part of the student 
programme are the competitions. These take a great 
deal of organising to run. Harriet McCartin and 
Brittany Reddington have been outstanding in their 
organisation of these events this year. These 
competitions give students a great opportunity to 
learn a wide range of practical legal skills. It is very 
heartening and wonderful to see how many of you 
turn up to the finals of these competitions to cheer 
on your fellow students. Long may this continue, as 
this support makes a big difference to the whole 
event, and sets a benchmark of care and 
encouragement for your fellow classmates. 

The Faculty has had another year of outstanding 
success in national and international competitions. 
Alice Tiffany and Amalie Blackman won the national 
mooting competition at the Pacifica Law and Cultural 
conference. Alice was named best speaker in the 
competition. Mitch East and Taoran Li won the 
Mahony Cup from the national family law mooting 
competition. Zared Wall-Manning and Jamie Rohan 
won the national client interviewing competition. Ali 
Domigan and Jamie Rohan were placed in the top six 
of the world negotiating competition held in 
Switzerland this year. Patrick O?Boyle was runner up 
in the national witness examination competition. 
George Niven and Sam Cathro were runners up in 
the national mooting competition. Tim Shiels and 
Olivia Klinkum won the award for the best written 
memorials for the Australasian Air Law Moot 
competition. Olivia won the award for the best 
speaker in the competition. Zared Wall-Manning and 



Nicholas Southall were runners up in the 
Australasian Animal Law Moot competition. 
Congratulations to all of you who took part in our 
senior and junior competitions. The only way to 
learn is to get stuck in and have a go and the 
Faculty is so delighted that so many of you do this. 

Many law students this year took part in 
fundraising, such as Relay for Life, organised by 
SOULS and a large number of you did a fantastic 
job raising money for Women?s Refuge led by 
Maddi Ingham, Georgia Vosper and Sara 
Lomaloma. You give up your time generously and 
put a great amount of time into making sure that 
you achieve your goal of raising money for most 
worthwhile organisations. The Law Faculty is very 
proud of the volunteer work that is done by our 
law students. 

Well done to Julia Tillett who organised a number 
of significant careers evenings in order to 
maximise students opportunity to see what waits 
for them out there in the big wide world. The 
mental health week organised by Julia with her 
colleagues in SOULS was a great success and a very 
important event in the life of the Faculty. 

A major highlight of the year, and one that we all 
look forward to, is the Law Review. This years 
review was absolutely fabulous. The best ever. The 
humour was pitched just right and the singing and 
dancing were of the highest standard. Thank you to 
George Niven, Miranda Fraser and Sarah Snow for 
all of the work you put into writing and producing 
such a spectacular event which had a full house 
both nights.

Thank you to Andrew Bennington for an excellent 
job organising the sports event and the sports trip 
and exchange to Canterbury. We had basketball, 
netball and the Mighty Vultures all representing the 
Law Faculty with great sportsmanship, the 
occassional bit of mongrel, but mostly just 
spectacularly good play. The turnout for all the 
sports teams was excellent and is so much more 
fun when there is a strong turnout and everyone 

wants to take part. It is great to see students from 
first, second, third and fourth year all taking the 
field together and getting to know each other. 

The Great Law Debate was an absolute ripper this 
year. All speakers, Brittany Reddington, Sam 
Gamble, Zared Wall-Manning (for the students) and 
Marcelo Rodriguez Ferrere, Jesse Wall and Colin 
Gavaghan (for the staff), all showed great touches 
of humour which had the audience laughing 
uproaresly for the entire event. The students were 
the victors on the night. 

Alex Bond has continued the very high standard of 
Accession throughout the year. This magazine for 
Otago law students produces high quality articles. 
Thank you also to Alex for the big job of putting 
together Estoppel, the review of the whole year, for 
us all to read. 

There are a number of important voluntary 
organisations in the Law Faculty. Many of you 
volunteer at Community Law Centre, Ngai Tahu 
Community Law Centre and other community 
projects. The Otago students Animal Legal Defence 
group do fantastic work organising speakers and 
fighting for the rights of animals. Law for Change, 
led by Libby Larsen, had another highly significant 
year working hard to make the law work better for 
society. Irina Boraman put a great deal of work into 
organising the very successful Mooting in Schools 
programme with lots of voluntary support from 
mooters within the Faculty. It is also good to see 
volunteers visiting the prison and helping with 
legal education in schools. A number of you are 
involved in Ignite, helping small businesses run 
more efficiently which is an important contribution 
to the Dunedin community. All of this work is done 
voluntarily and a very important ethic of using your 
skills for the good of others is put in place. 

The SOULS tenancy group do a great job for 
students who have issues with their landlords and 
tenancy issues. Otago law students also play a very 
large role in the University of Otago debating 
society which has great success at national and 



international competitions. 

The social events which SOULS runs are a great 
opportunity to have lots of good, safe fun and lots of 
good conversations. The wine and cheese evenings 
are always spectacular and everyone is so well 
dressed. The Law Ball is very well attended with 
everyone being able to report for duty the next day, 
which is always a great relief to the Faculty. The law 
finalist?s dinner was a diginified event at the Savoy 
where an Otago alumni, Alice Sneddon gave a very 
inspiring and funny speech. The atmosphere of good 
will, friendship and convivality in the room made it 
truly a night to remember. 

On behalf of my colleagues in the Faculty, I wish you 
all the best for your exams. Support each other as 
you have all year, keep fit and healthy, and have a 
laugh or two each day. We wish you all a very healthy 
and happy summer break. We look forward to your 
return in 2017. For those of you that are going out 
into the real world, keep in contact with the Faculty. 
Let us know what you are doing and visit us 
whenever you are in Dunedin. Take the Otago Law 
Faculty collegial spirit with you into the world. We all 
very much look forward to seeing you all at 
graduation and many Otago Alumni events in the 
future. 
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SOULS Person of the Year Charlotte Aspin

Most Likely to be a Partner at 30 Josie Te Rata

Most Likely to be Disbarred Will Blaschke

Most Likely to Wind Up Presenting the 6 O'Clock News Jack Nuttall

Most Likely to End Up on Police 10/7 Charlie Hantler

Most Likely to Desert a Corporate Law Career to Held AIDS victims in 
Africa

Rosie Fowler

Most Likely to use the above as a Pick-Up line at Alibi? Jake Mills

Person whose life most replicates that of Elle Woods from 'Legally 
Blonde'

Charlotte Logan

"That Guy" from Law Camp 2016 Dexter Hirst

"That Girl" from Law Camp 2016 Kate Thompson

Most Likely to end up Mayor of their Small Provincial Town Ben Mayer

The Andrew Row Award for "a life well lived at the Law Library" Chris Boswell

Award for "Saltiest" Law Student Jan Verberne

Cutest Couple 2016 Award Jack Nuttall + Lucy Clifford

Six60 Award for Law School's Biggest Celebrity Jake Mills

Prime Suspect for the 'Great Coffee Plunger Thief of 2016' Tim Shiels

Most Likely to be the next Mark Henaghan Zared Wall-Manning

The Brendan McCullum Award for Batting well out of your Crease Ryan Thompson

The Max Key Award for Caring the Least about Poor People Julia Tillett

The 'Smarter than they Look' Award Lucy Clifford

The 'This is a Lecture, not a Fashion Parade' Award Sakura Aoki-Danielson



Hey all, It?s with both a sense of sadness and relief 
that I write my final report for 2016. It?s completely 
clichéd to say it, but the year really has just flown 
by. It feels like only yesterday we were making the 
hour long drive back from law camp for the fifth 
time after our trailer?s contents spewed out all 
over State Highway 1 just south of the bustling 
metropolis of Herbert. Fantastic times. This year, 
I?m very proud to say that SOULS has just about 
achieved all of the goals we set as an Executive at 
the beginning of our term. 

These goals were: 

1. To finish the year with a membership base of at 
least 900; 

2. To sell out all social events; 

3. To strengthen our relationships with Te Roopu 
Whai Putake (TRWP) and the Pacific Island Law 
Students? Association (PILSA); 

4. To provide comprehensive handover documents 
for future Executives. 

Although we did not quite reach the desired 900 
members this year, we came extremely close and 
in doing so recorded some of the largest numbers 
to date. A huge majority of our social events sold 
out all t ickets, and this comes down to the 
fantastic organisation by Alex and Charlotte this 
year. Although it is difficult to measure our third 
goal, communication channels between the three 
law student organisations has significantly 
improved this year, and looks to go from strength 
to strength. The improvement of relations with 
TRWP was very well illustrated at the recent 
overnight trip to Araiteuru Marae, an event run by 
both organisations. This trip was well attended 
(over 50 people!) and provided the perfect wee 
getaway for us very busy and often stressed out 
law students. It also importantly provided a great 
opportunity to experience South Island M?ori 
culture, something that some of us had never 
seen first-hand. It?s hoped that this year can set 

the precedent for more well-attended events 
between all three law student societies, working 
together and for the benefit of all. Thank you 
must go to both PILSA and TRWP (led so well by 
Sara Lomaloma and Alice Anderson respectively) 
for their cooperation, communication and 
friendship over the year, helping to establish 
building blocks for a bright future between the 
organisations. 

Concerning our final goal, handover of Executive 
portfolios is a very crucial process that is 
unfortunately not often given the time or effort 
that it requires. Effective handover procedures 
allow the incoming Executive to hit the ground 
running with their work, so it is hoped that 
making the establishment of comprehensive 
documents a formal goal will allow future 
members to get on top of their work earlier and 
allow you all to benefit from it! Now, it wouldn?t 
be a proper final report without mentioning a 
few of the standout moments from the SOULS 
year. 

The first major event of the year was, of course, 
the ever-popular second year law camp. Well, 
that?s probably enough said about that one. 
Another highlight for me was the mental health 
talk given at the law school by NZ comedian and 
wellness-advocate Mike King. Mike himself has 
battled with depression, and gave our students a 
sobering but highly educational account of his 
own experiences with mental illness and the 
stigma that label still carries with it to this day. It 
was fantastic to see a packed out lecture theatre 
for the talk, quite clearly displaying the changing 
attitudes on the subject, and the wide-reach it 
has. I certainly took plenty from Mike that day, 
and I really hope those that attended did too. 
Lastly, and continuing along the same track, I 
want to make mention of the new-look Wellness 
Week we?ve put on this year for law students. 
Previously, SOULS has held a Wellness Day or 
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now. 

Next, thanks must go to YOU (yes, I?m speaking 
to you, reader) for being the ever-enthusiastic 
and outgoing bunch that makes our law school 
so unique. The friends you make at Otago Law 
School will be there for life, and it?s in part 
because of our shared experiences, both good 
and bad (see Second Year Law). We on SOULS 
aim to provide you with the best possible time at 
law school, but we couldn?t do this without your 
support. Stay Scarfie, and keep frothing.

 Lastly, it wouldn?t have been anywhere near the 
successful year it was without the amazing team 
behind me throughout the journey. I feel 
#blessed to have had the Executive that I?ve had. 
Thank you so much for the hours and hours of 
time and effort that you?ve each put into 
performing your individual roles, it?s made 2016 
such a fun year. 

That?s all from me, team. It?s been an absolute 
pleasure serving as President this year. The 
memories I?ll take from the experience will stay 
with me for life, and I can?t wait to see where we 
all end up in the future (Boswell CJ?). With that, 
stay safe, look after each other and best of luck 
in the upcoming exams mates! 

Over and out, Jake Mills

Week with the help of one sponsor. This year, 
we?ve moved to a multiple sponsor format, 
essentially allowing us to provide more events 
and initiatives for you, such as the inaugural 
Women in Law Afternoon Tea. It?s a stressful time 
of the year for every single one of us, but it?s 
important through it that we look after 
ourselves. Wellness Week, thus, is a chance to 
take a couple of much-needed breaks to treat 
yo?self and reflect on where you?re at, so I hope 
you utilised the extra kitchen goodies and events 
throughout the week that were offered up! 

So where to from here for SOULS? Well, it?s my 
pleasure to hand over the reins to Charlotte 
Aspin, one of your 2016 social reps, who I know 
will do a fantastic job steering the ship. She has 
an excellent group of frothers making up the rest 
of her Executive, so SOULS is in very safe and 
exciting hands. I wish Charlotte and her team the 
very best of luck with next year, and I can?t wait 
to see what they produce for you all! 

At the close, it?s only appropriate to thank those 
who have made the SOULS year what it was. First 
of all, to the Otago Law Faculty staff, your 
dedication to providing us with the very highest 
level of legal education is something that is often 
taken for granted by us. Thank you for putting up 
with our deathly silence in lectures, and our 
incessant complaints about lecture recordings. 
We?ll accept it one day? ..just a long time from 



This year as SOULS Treasurer I had a particular 
focus on really tightening the purse strings by 
being careful with our budgeting and spending for 
social events. This was because SOULS runs several 
one off and ongoing initiatives which are not 
sponsored and as an Executive we wanted to 
ensure we were able to financially support all of 
these events. This included welfare initiatives such 
as the much sought-after SOULS coffee supply, 
fees for SOULS weekly sports and a contribution to 
Marae Trip, to name a few. There are also 
operating expenses to keep in mind such as 
affiliation fees, XERO and EFTPOS expenses and 
administration expenses.  All executive portfolios 
were fiscally responsible and stuck to budgets set 
by Jake and I. The Social Reps Alex and Char 
especially planned for events well in advance to 
ensure that they could find the cheapest and best 
alternatives, while still keeping ticket prices for 

It has been an absolute pleasure to work as your Vice President on 
the SOULS Executive this year. While most of my role has been 
behind the scenes, it has been awesome to be a part of some of 
the best things law school has to offer. I would like to thank the 
entire Executive for all their hard work throughout the year. We set 
some very high expectations at the start of the year and everything 
has run so much better than expected. I would also like to thank 
those people who consistently turn up to all our events and get 
involved with what we have to offer. It makes a huge difference, 
and it has been awesome getting to know you all. Lastly, and it is 
now at this sad time that I would like to pass over the mantle 
(?hand over the kimono?) to the incoming executive ? i?m sure you 
will all do an amazing job! 

 Nick Hume 
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events at or below what they were last year. They 
have also managed to set up and maintain 
relationships with several venues, hire companies 
and catering companies which will be a great 
advantage to the Social Reps next year. The whole 
exec put in countless hours ticket selling and 
promoting events to ensure that our budgeted 
revenue from ticket sales translated into actual 
revenue and as a result we managed to sell out 
almost every event.  

As an executive we are pleased to leave SOULS in a 
stable financial position for next year. We have 
maintained good relationships with all firms and I 
am confident Charlotte will be able to obtain 
similarly high levels of sponsorship which Jake 
worked hard to obtain this year, to ensure that all 
SOULS events and initiatives can successfully 
continue next year. Lastly, I wish Tim Austen luck in 
his role as Treasurer for 2017.  
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 Running and coordinating SOULS sports this year 
has been an absolute pleasure. From lawn bowls 
through to golf day and onto the Christchurch Law 
Soc exchange, despite classic Dunedin weather, 
we have managed to achieve a lot.  Settling into 
the role this year, I had all of the same aspirations 
that anyone coming into this type of role might 
have. Do more events, get more people to come 
and make sure they are all as enjoyable as 
possible. I?m not going to come out and say that I 
underestimated the difficulty of this task, but 
sometimes it was difficult to live up to these 
aspirations. 

Due to the social element of the role, it was not 
always easy to get numbers and to win these 
events (because naturally we planned on winning). 
However after the first few events in which we 
managed solid numbers, we quickly established a 
loyal base group of SOULS members from which 
this year can attach its success to.  

I would very much like to thank those who came to 
all or most of the events and who without fail 
turned up each week with fire in their bellies to 
compete for SOULS. Those who filled in in certain 
weeks where we desperately needed numbers 

were also very much appreciated. I know 
personally how difficult it can be to stick to social 
sporting commitments when you are bogged 
down by University work.  Under various 
bird-related alias?s we were able to dominate the 
social sport frontier and assert ourselves as a 
force to be reckoned with. Undefeated in rugby (by 
default), dominant in netball, and not 
uncompetitive in basketball, all teams made me 
proud to be a member of SOULS each week.  

With the year coming to an end it is sad to be 
sitting here writing this article in the same seat on 
9th floor from which I decided to apply for the 
role. Time flies when you are busy and when you 
are having fun. The past year has been an 
absolute blast and I thank you all for the 
opportunity.  In the new year I have some advice 
for all those who read this. Get involved in social 
sport from day one. You have no reason not to, it?s 
a fun and relaxed environment in which anyone of 
any level of fitness or skill can participate, it is a 
great way to meet new people, and it is an easy 
way to commit to exercise each week without 
having to drag yourself down to Unipol.  

Thanks,  Your SOULS sports rep for 2016 
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 This year?s competitions for Otago University 
have all been excellent with places in every 
competition being filled to capacity and standards 
set extremely high. Our competitors represented 
Otago brillantly at the national competitions this 
year with three out of four Otago teams making 
the finals of their respective competitions at 
NZLSA. A huge congratulations must go to Zared 
Wall-Manning and Jamie Rohan who took out the 
Client Interviewing Competition at the national 
level. We wish them all the best at the World?s 
next year in London. Congratulations must also go 
to Caitlin McLean and Tim Austen, Sam Cathro 
and George Niven, and Patrick O?Boyle for their 
efforts at NZLSA , you all made the Otago 
University Law Faculty and your fellow students 
very proud. Our sixth and final competition for 
the year, the Chapman Tripp Junior Negotiation 
Competition, took place recently at the end of 
August and we were grateful to have Daniel 
Kalderimis from Chapman Tripp?s Wellington 
office fly down for the final. Our finalists were 
Grace Williams and Jessica Hardman (Runners-Up) 
and Leandra Fiennes and Kirsten Eskildsen 

(Winners). A huge thank you to all our sponsors 
this year including Russell McVeagh, Minter Ellison 
Rudd Watts, Buddle Findlay, Chapman Tripp and 
Bell Gully ? without you these competitions would 
not be able to happen. 

We must also thank those faculty members, local 
practicioners and students who gave up their time 
to judge various competitions throughout the year 
? their experience and advice was invaluable to 
our competitiors throughout the year so thank 
you again.  Special mentions must go to Nicola 
Peart, Marcelo Rodriguez-Fererre, Shelley Griffiths 
and Selene Mize ? you were always there for us 
when we needed last minute judges or had any 
issues whether big or small. They are the real 
MVP?s who make Otago?s Law Competitions so 
great and we cannot thank them enough. Finally, a 
big congratulations to Emily Boyd and Saskia 
Mautner, your SOULS Competitions 
Representatives for 2017, we wish you all the best 
next year and cannot wait for you to experience 
that #compslife ? we know you will do a great job.  
Over and out for 2016, #livelaughlovelawcomps 

Harriet and Britt xoxo  
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underfloor heating and inner-sprung mattresses, a 
comfortable sleep was had by all, which was good, 
because Saturday morning meant sports. 

Backyard cricket, touch, basketball, octopus. Go 
hard or go home, as they say. The competitive 
types took their moment to shine, the rest of us 
just participated, but everyone had a good laugh. 
Soon enough it was time to say goodbye, and 
everyone was bundled into cars with packages of 
leftover stuffing and chicken, new friends and a 
new experience under their belt. 

 Many thanks to our sponsors, Anderson Lloyd 
and to the wh?nau at the marae, without whom 
this noho could not have happened. A very special 
thank you to the students from SOULS, Te Roop? 
Whai P?take and PILSA who came along, got stuck 
in and, hopefully, had a great time. 

T?n? koutou, e hoa ma! The 16th of September saw 
almost 50 tauira (students) gathered in the car park at 
Araiteuru for the annual SOULS/Te Roop? Whai P?take 
noho marae. 

There were a few nerves and a lot of anticipation for 
what, for some, was their first time on a marae. Hot 
milo and biscuits following the powhiri helped settle 
some of those nerves as we cracked into some real 
whakawhanaungatanga ? relationship building. 
Watching law students at different stages of their 
degrees sharing their stories and advice with each 
other was incredibly sweet, and never have I laughed 
as much as when one group introduced themselves via 
slam poetry. Specific point of view on things indeed.  

Dinner went down a treat and dishes were done 
without a hitch which could only mean we were fast 
heading toward sleepover time. Sleeping bags, duvets, 
minks ? we had it all; thankfully, the only thing we were 
short on was snoring. As Araiteuru is decked out with 
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Our year kicked off to a very social start with 2nd 
year Law Camp out at Camp Iona. Needless to say 
our beloved 2nd years became very close with one 
another, developed a taste for ginger beer and 
have learnt the ins and outs of what it means to 
be a law student at Otago.  

Next up was our annual Bell Gully Wine and 
Cheese at the Otago Museum. This was a gouda 
night as always with more wine than cheese 
consumed and many new acquaintances made. 
This year?s Wine and Cheese featured fun games 
such as ?how far can you throw samosas off the 
balcony? and saw some daring moves such as a 
Romeo-style scale up the side of the museum. 
Stereocoustics played some R n Brie bangers and 
Mark Henaghan was in high demand amongst the 
second-years who took every opportunity to get a 
selfie with this law school celebrity. Prize for the 
best dancer has to go to Jake Mills for the move we 
have dubbed the ?fist-pump and sway?. 

SOULS broke tradition this year with our first 100% 
sober social event, this being SOULS Harriers 
training aka the University of Otago Relay for Life. 
We entered a team of law students and raised 
over $5,500 to go towards the Cancer Society. This 
was an awesome event to get involved in and we 
came running back with a bald Tepuretu and an 
arcade machine for the common room for raising 
the most money. It was so great to see so many 
law students and faculty members getting behind 
us. 
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Graffiti Stein was an absolute rager of a night. We 
had a fantastic turnout and people really made 
the most of the cheap (and later, free) drinks and 
the vivid markers we had casually left lying 
around. It was good to see so many 2nd and 3rd 
years joining the ranks of the SOULS frothers and 
?making their mark? on the law school early! We 
were happy to observe so many numbers being 
exchanged, and so many reunions between law 
campers and leaders in the true spirit of SOULS 
collegiality. No one remembers too much of the 
night, but luckily we had the SOULS snapchat story 
to look back on the next day and some hilarious 
messages all over  from the second years to 
remind us. Shout out to Suburbia for organising a 
great DJ and for having us!  

SOULS semester 2 started off with a bang with the 
annual Minter Ellison Rudd Watts Cocktail night on 
the 28th of July. This glamorous affair was held at 
Innocent Bystanders this year. This years? cocktails 
were a substantial improvement on the watery 
orange juice from last year (thank god) and we 
may have all had a few too many Cherry Mojitos 
and Apple Whiskey Sours. There was even one for 
our Coast girl, Julia Tillett, the Hibiscus Coast 
Cocktail. One metre pizzas and hot platters were 
gone within seconds, devoured by the dapper lads 
and the gorgeous lasses. As per usual some 
friendships were made, Matt Fluhler made it onto 
Nick Hume?s shoulders, Zared Wall-Manning 
confessed his love to Sarah Snow and everyone, 
including Scarfie Queen Emily Mulvey, got sweaty 
on the dance floor until the early hours of the 
morning. We were stoked with the mix of age 
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groups - shout out in particular to the second 
years for getting amongst every event this year! 

 SOULS Annual Ball ?The Greatest Show on Earth? 
was once again a night to remember (or to be 
blurred by glasses of Sav). Our finalists had a great 
time chatting up Marcelo at the Duke of 
Wellington pre-drinks down the road, and the Ball 
itself kicked off around 8pm. From the get go, the 
dance floor at Sammy?s was packed. Lit up by 
Gravity Events, SOULS frothers from far and wide 
cut shapes like never before. With a photobooth, a 
backdrop and roaming photographer there were 
plenty of opportunities to capture the moment 
(and to help us remember what happened and 
who we pashed). Our band Perfect Timing set the 
house on fire with a wide range of songs including 
everyone?s favourite Mr Brightside. We had a 
couple of hours of darting between the d-floor 
and the dumplings, venison parcels and chicken 
and brie sliders. Much like Cinderella?s tale, 
scandal ensued and when the clock struck 
11.30pm, the fire alarms went off and sent 
everyone into the street. 

General panic followed and it was only the true 
SOULS frothers who continued on. Battlers were 
rewarded with DJ Harry Bell?s bangers, leading to 
dance battles and blossoming romances. When 
the lights came on, it was almost as awkward as 
the year 6 disco. The party moved to the George 
Street maccas, like every good night out on the 
town.  

2016?s Mystery Bus Tour surpassed any bus tour 
there ever was. Themed for Halloween, Starters 
was packed with vampires, zombies, surgeons and 
skeletons. Our first stop was a mystery but the 
locals in the pub were shocked with the influx of 
ghouls. There were jugs for Africa, and drinking 
challenges around the tables began. New 
friendships were formed and in no time, it was 
onto the next location, again a mystery! Said 
location provided an opportunity for more 
mingling with local patrons, an opportunity 
snatched by Millsy, Fluhler and Blaschke. We 
moved to our final locale, a fair distance away, 
which proved difficult for one student who was left 
behind at bar 2. Lol, only this would happen to 
Chrus. Our final bar was the best of the night, 
simply because there was a chihuahua, and 
everyone loves cute animals when they?re drunk. 
Our friend Roger the bus driver ended his shift 
once he dropped us back to Sick Bae where the 
night continued and got even more out of hand.   

The Minter Ellison Rudd Watts Quiz Night took 
place during Wellness Week this year. Held at the 
almighty Starters, there were over 100 
competitors. It was our joy to create the quiz 
which was apparently considered ?too hard?, 
targeting six categories ? childhood trivia, food 
and drink, sport, geography, music and SOULS 
trivia. The night began with beer towers and was 
supported with Starters? infamous hot platters. 
Spot prizes were awarded for recall of completely 
useless knowledge. The prize hampers were taken 
home by Max and the Middies in first, and the 

S O C I A L : 
A L E X   N O T T + C H A R L O T T E   A S P I N



Legal Beagles in second place! Shoutout for Space 
Jam for their early departure from the night. 

 

The final SOULS Social event for us was Finalist 
Dinner! Held at the Savoy, the night was ceratinly 
one to remember. A number of staff joined over 
100 students to celebrate the five years of their 
time at Otago! Vinos were flowing and the room 
was a hive of activity. Attention was drawn to the 
power point of photos, which although generally 
focused on the past year, also included a few 
throwbacks. We were joined by Alice Snedden, an 
ex-Otago law student, who is now a comedian. She 
shared her time at law school (all four of them) 
and wisely told us that you don?t need to use your 
degree in the most conventional form to still get 
the a lot out of it. Over 15 awards were given out 
including the Nicola Peart Award for the most Sass 
to other law students, the Barry Allan award for 

more successful than they look and the Regina 
George ?Do you even go here?? award. Once the 
more formal part of the evening was over, dinner 
was served and the build up to the Staff skit 
began! Mark Henaghan and Richard Mahoney 
performed a Trump-Clinton-esque debate and 
finished it with a spellbinding dance. 
Stereocoustics took the stage after this, and the 
dance floor went off. A special shoutout must go 
to Olivia Burton for her two hour dance 
performance on the lower step and also to Geoff 
Hall for continuing on with the party to Vault 21. 
Thank you to everyone who came, and best wishes 
for your futures! 

We would like to thank all the SOULS frother 
support we have had this year ? we couldn?t have 
done it without you!  Thoughts and prayers with 
Harry and Zared for 2017 and the mammoth job 
they face!  Alex and Char xxx 

2016 was an extremely successful year for 
SOULS, particularly on the education & welfare 
front. Thanks to significant sponsorship, we 
were able to run one of the most 
comprehensive and successful Wellness 
Weeks ever. This included new initiatives such 
as the Russell McVeagh and OWLS ?Women in 
Law Afternoon Tea', Yoga with IPLS and 
multiple alumni speakers (including Jeremy 
Callander, Anita Chan QC and Sir Albert Rocky 
Palmer - thanks to PILSA!). Traditional 
favourites also made reappearances, including 
the Russell McVeagh Staff v Student Comedy 
Debate, SOULS Bake-Off, and a mentoring 
catch-up lunch. 

Jan Blair  

Jan, Human Resources coach extraordinaire 
made her yearly visits to the faculty to provide 
students with tailored feedback as to how they 
could improve their CV and interview skills. We 
were fortunate enough to have Jan visit three 
times this year, so if you missed out, make sure 
you keep an eye out for her around recruitment 
week and get yourself signed up for some one 
on one!  

Ment or ing 

The Simpson Grierson Mentoring Programme 
has continued to be a success ever since its 
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inception, and 2016 was no different. We had 
over 150 second years participate in the 
programme and were able to find mentors for 
nearly every single one. This year we were able 
to provide Pita Pit vouchers as well as the usual 
sponsorship from Dispensary to ensure 
mentors and mentees met regularly. Further to 
this, we introduced a second ?catch-up? lunch 
during Wellness Week, which proved very 
successful. Many second years continue to 
provide feedback of the quality help and 
guidance they receive form their mentor, as 
well as the comfort of knowing people have 
gone through it all before. 

Thank you immensely to all the mentors that 
volunteered their time and wisdom; your help 
has been invaluable! A huge thank you must 
also go to Simpson Grierson for their 
continued sponsorship towards such a 
fantastic initiative.  

Wellness Week  

An initiative that started in 2013, only lasting 
one day, has now grown into a full week of 
activities that SOULS was determined to foster 
and grow even bigger in 2016. 

New events, such as the Women in Law 
Afternoon Tea, saw a new relationship with 
OWLS that I hope will develop into the future. 
The standard at the SOULS Bake-Off continued 
to climb from last year and was one to rival the 
kitchen of Martha Stewart! This year, incoming 
SOULS President Charlotte Aspin took out the 
top spot this year with her ?Angel Lemon? Cake. 
IPLS were able to provide us with some quality 
wellness bags, a fully stocked kitchen and 
some relaxing yoga in SR5 - thank you to IPLS 
for this support. 

Finally, the ?Great Staff v Student Comedy 
Debate? was the most well attended event. The 

moot was ?LAWS101 accurately prepares 
students for second year and the remainder of 
law school?, with the staff on the negating 
team. With the continued mention of Marcelo?s 
tight pants and Brittany's average GPA, it never 
failed to disappoint - thanks to all participants 
and attendees. 

 In sitting and reflecting, I would like to use this 
report as an opportunity to thank all the staff 
and students (particularly SOULS Exec) who 
helped such a fantastic week go ahead, it 
would not have been possible without you all.  
Further, thank you all for always ensuring the 
top four floors of the Richardson are always a 
welcoming and friendly place for any law 
student. Whether you attended a wellness 
week event, met with a student about how 
they can improve in their studies, or simply 
took some time out of your day to catch up 
with a fellow colleague/friend/mentee you 
contributed to the supportive ?vibes? that 
continually surround the Faculty. We all know 
these are the best days of our lives that we will 
all look fondly upon in years to come, with 
some of us gracing the covers of Womens 
Weekly (Will Blaschke), others as high powered 
partners at prestigious law firms before the 
age of 30 (Jan Verberne), some sitting on the 
Bench guiding the future of our legal system 
(Josie Te Rata), or some simply doing our bit to 
ensure law students are never without a solid 
set of Andrew Row's notes (Ben Bielski). 

We are the fabric of the future that has made 
up the graduating class of 2016, and those are 
some damn good raw materials if I do say so 
myself. 

Good luck to everyone for their exams and 
remember if you are feeling stressed, SOULS is 
always here to help! 



B Y :  
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In January of this year, I sat outside the Nelson 
Court House writing a very vague if not enthusiastic 
report on PILSA.  The ?phrase of restructuring? I 
referred to really meant that we had an outdated 
constitution, jack all in the bank account and a 2016 
calendar that had a grand total of zero events. To be 
blunt, PILSA has struggled to get off the ground in 
recent years and remained an enigmatic name on 
the door of the 8th floor office. However in 2016 it 
was decided that a bit of #hustle was needed to 
undertake a massive overhaul of PILSA and its 
public profile.  In doing so, it was our aim to help 
develop the pastoral care available to our members 
and also raise awareness of some of the legal issues 
faced by Pacific communities. 

 As an Association we wanted to rebrand PILSA in a 
way that was polished but also accessible to 
potential members and integrated seamlessly into 
the law school experience.  Highlights include our 
Mentoring Breakfast with alumni Hans To?o and 
Mara Hosoda, taking first place in mooting at the 
Pasifika Law and Culture Conference, and producing 
the best fundraising tea towel since, well ever.  (Not 
to mention having the slickest merch in the whole 
law school.) 

Undoubtedly the highpoint of 2016 was our Public 
Lecture, where we were honoured to have Sir Albert 
Palmer, Chief Justice of the Solomon Islands as our 
guest lecturer.  Sir Albert?s lecture centred on 
strengthening the rule of law in the Solomon 
Islands, and the challenges in upholding the 
common law system amongst political unrest and 
extensive commodification of the country?s 
resources.  During his trip, it was humbling to hear 
how his time as an Arana lad, who flatted on 
Dundas, endured Archway 4 and studied on 8th 
floor enriched his perspectives and personal values. 
  

A point raised by Sir John Hansen (former High 
Court judge who now sits on the bench for the 

Court of Appeal for the Solomon Islands) was how 
we speak of ?judicial courage? in New Zealand, where 
perhaps a judge has pushed the envelope on a 
point of law or made a decision that is unlikely to be 
well received by the public.  However, that pales in 
comparison to the work Sir Albert and his 
colleagues do in order to maintain a transparent 
and respected judiciary. 

On an administrative front, we have developed 
processes to ensure that the Association continues 
to tick over in the years to come, and no longer 
remains just a name on the door. We close 2016 out 
with a brand new constitution, branding, improved 
financial status, and-and a newly elected executive. 
Pretty impressive considering we didn?t even have 
enough money to afford a Dispensary salad in 
March. The Executive would like to extend their 
thanks to the Law Faculty, Pacific Island Centre, and 
our key sponsors Bell Gully and Anderson Lloyd.  
Without them, we would still be at square one.  

Shout out to our mates in SOULS, Te Roopu Whai 
Putake for the support.  Also a big thank you to all 
our friends and flatmates for your words of 
encouragement and help.  (Especially Alex Bond 
who probably didn?t bank on contributing design 
work to two Associations.) Finally, to all of our 
members, thank you for making this a fantastic 
year.  PILSA wouldn?t exist without your support and 
participation. 

It sure feels good to be back. 
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