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U p t o .

What SOULS has been

Competi t ions.

Earlier in the year we reported on the first two of the Legal Competitions; the Russell McVeagh 
Client Interviewing Competition and the Bell Gully Senior Mooting Competition. Since then we 
have had four more competitions.  The Minter Ellison Rudd Watts Witness Examination 
Competition was debatably the most exciting competition to watch as this year as Jamie 
Parkinson-Wisley battled it out against James Mcarthur. Although both finalists were outstanding, 
it was Jamie Parkinson-Wisley?s gripping cross examination that won him the competition in the 
end.  The Buddle Findlay Senior Negotiation competition was a success this year with the final 
being a battle of the sexes as Bryn Jenkins and Matt Weaver took on Leandra Fiennes & Kirsten 
Eskildse. Congratulations to Leandra and Kirsten for taking out the tit le.    

We had unprecedented interest in our Bell Gully Junior Mooting competition this year with 80 
second year students wishing to compete.  We cannot thank the Mooting Squad enough for 

SOULS has had an awesome second semester so far. All of you have gotten 
involved in one way or another - we've had heaps more competitions, including 
our junior comps, had some of the highlights of  our social calendar, and of 
course have performed the annual law revue. Sports and welfare have also been 
trucking along well, with solid turnouts at weekly social sports and the 
mentoring programme going smoothly.

Have a read below to catch up on what each portfolio has been doing, and as 
always, keep your eyes and ears open for upcoming events - there are still some 
great ones on the way before the end of the year!

Jasper Fawcett, Editor
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Social .

Greetings law students!  The first half of semester 2 kicked off with a bang with the annual Minter 
Ellison Rudd Watts Cocktail Night. This glamorous affair was held at The Cook. Dragon?s wise 
words of ?Don?t You Go Out In The Rain? were completely ignored as the handsome lads and 
gorgeous lasses braved the torrential rain and flooding to get to the venue. The cocktails were 
outstanding, with a personal favourite of ours being the ?Naughty Courtney?, named after one of 
our own, Courtney Naughton. Food was swiftly devoured, Luke snapped some pics and everyone 
got sweaty on the dancefloor. We were stoked to see such a good mix of age groups on the night 
- the second years, in particular, need a shout out for getting so involved at all the events this 
year, we love it! 

Next up was the biggest event of the calendar, the SOULS Annual Law Ball. The move to the 
Stadium for the first time was a great success, with the beautiful venue wowing many. Finalist 
drinks were held at the stadium as well and proved to be a fantastic part of the night. The food 
was delicious (Who remembers the mushroom arancini?), Nick Henderson sang and strummed 
away, and the one and only Mark Henaghan blessed us all with his presence. When the rest of 
the gaggle arrived, the party was already in full swing. Thanks to Gravity Events for the 
spectacular lighting and the array of different photo opportunities, that helped many to piece 
their nights together. Also, a thanks to our band, The Doo Rays, who set the house on fire with a 
wide range of bangers. Unfortunately, with what seems to be becoming a Law Ball tradition, the 
fire alarms went off at around 11.30 to everyone?s dismay. To the idiot who pushed the alarm, 
honestly, what were you thinking? But the night could not be ruined, as everyone headed out into 
the night on their separate ways, let?s be honest, probably all ending up at maccas anyway. 

Last, but not least, the Quiz night was held just before break. It was the best SOULS Quiz night yet 
with our MCs William Wallace-Blakely and Patrick Wynne turning the night into more of a stand 
up comedy show. Thanks to Starters Bar and Minter Ellison Rudd Watts for making this event 
happen! 

 Well that?s all from us, don?t let the impending doom of exams get in the way of staying social, 
with the Mystery Bus tour and a stein or two approaching, we are looking forward to the rest of 
the year. 

 Lots of love 

 Haz and Zaz xo 

writing such a fantastic problem which was based on officially induced error of law and whether a 
bylaw creating a curfew of the occupants of castle street could be valid. With the whole problem 
centred around Andrew Geddis?s running schedule, it is no surprise the audience was on the edge 
of their seats. 

Our finalists were Ihlara Mclndoe & Jacobi Kohi-Morris competing against Erin Gourley & Isabella 
Hawkins. This year, not even Justice Clifford could decide between the two teams?  so we had 
joint winners! We thank Justice Clifford from the Court of Appeal for travelling down for this 
competition.  A huge thank you to all the staff who took time to judge, as always their feedback 
was invaluable to all the students that competed.  Make sure you pick up a copy of the Estoppel 
magazine later in the year for an update on the Junior Negotiation Competition and the comps 
year as a whole. 

 Hugs and kisses, Saskia and Emily xx 
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Welfare.

Sports.

Social Spor t s: On the whole an awesome effort from everyone who has been getting involved 
with our weekly social sports! The Seahawks have taken social basketball to a whole other level 
this semester, ferociously holding a 10 game winning streak in the Wednesday night league. 
Swans have had record turnouts at netball, fielding over 20 people in one night. And the old 
faithful Harriers have been enjoying some harbour runs with fresh faces and occasional guest 
appearances from Nic Alloo?s dog.  

Golf  Day: Despite some gale force winds out in St Kilda, Golf Day still proved to be an excellent 
afternoon. With over 40 people driving and putting their way round the course, it was great to see 
the mixed array of abilit ies and fashion sense that we have in our law school. Plus, nice to finish 
off the day with a wee sausage sizzle, beer and shoeies on the bus. 

LawSoc Exchange: Unfortunately having only 3 people show up from LawSoc really limited our 
ability to host an exchange. But on the bright side it was great that we had enough people turn up 
that we could just play ourselves in every sport lol. So well done SOULS for taking out netball, 
basketball and rugby woo!!  Social sports are still happening weekly so keep an eye on the 
Facebook page!  

Mary xo  

Hey team, time to give you all a catch up on the recent Education and Welfare events that have 
been happening around the faculty. Last semester held the inaugural first semester Welfare 
Week. Complete with the usual welfare features of free goodies in the common room and kitchen, 
we took a greater focus on highlighting that law school was not stress-free for anyone. To do this 
we set up a paper cut-out of an elephant and students wrote questions they had about law 
school, and SOULS responded (thus addressing the elephant in the room). Further, we printed out 
copies of the New Zealand Law Students Mental Health and Wellbeing Guide, and distributed it 
round the Richardson. The second year Mentoring Programme has been chugging along, with 
some more pairs coming on board and a second semester pizza lunch in Seminar Room Five 
(honestly, come along to these, it?s free food).  We have also begun our Institute of Professional 
Legal Studies speaker series, kicking off a few weeks ago with the entertaining and informative 
David Parker MP. Watch out for four more fascinating speakers in the coming weeks!  Look after 
each other, 

 Seany G 
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President's Report
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The SOULS calendar has been exceptionally busy since the last 
publication of Accession. We?ve held legal competitions, social events, 
a few speakers and more. The Executive have just given you a run 
down on what they?ve been doing, but there are a few more mentions 
that are needed here! 

Chapman Tripp Law Revue was performed to two sold-out crowds. A 
guest appearance from Claudia Hoskins from the Bachelor sets a new 
standard for next year. Check out the review, written by an Otago 
alumni and Law Revue stalwart, included in this edition! Thanks to 
Saskia Mautner, Jack Trevella and Georgia Fishwick for all the hours 
they spent in directing and producing this year?s show. 

In July, a group of Otago students attended the Australian Law 
Students Association conference in Canberra. Our competitions 
teams were up against over 40 Australian and New Zealand law 
schools, so competition was tough. Special Congratulations to Harriet 
McCartin and Kate Randhawa who broke in to the quarter-finals in 
Client Interviewing. Congratulations to Jamie Parkinson-Wisely, Zared 
Wall-Manning, Olivia Klinkum, Kirsten Eskildsen and Leandra Fiennes 
who also competed! 

The same Otago team competed at the New Zealand Law Students? 
Association conference hosted by University of Waikato in August. All 
the time and effort poured into the week was well worth it. Otago 
held their own, with congratulations due to Jamie Parkinson-Wisely 
for breaking into the Witness Examination final and to Olivia Klinkum 
and Zared Wall-Manning who won the Bell Gully Championship Moot. 
The mooting final was presided over by Glazebrook J and it was 
thrilling to watch!  There is not much more from me, other than a 
reminder to look after yourself as we approach the busiest part of the 
year. Make sure you find time away from the books, get fresh air and 
eat well! I?m always up for plugging SOULS Harriers ? 7am Wednesday 
mornings, meeting outside the Rob Roy Dairy. 

There?s still a number of events coming up before the 2017 SOULS 
Executive bows out, including Wellness Week 2.0, Marae Trip, 
Com/Med/Law Rugby, and the Mystery Bus Tour - so make sure you 
don?t miss out on those. Thank you to those who have supported 
SOULS ventures in the last 6 months! 

I congratulate all those who have been elected to the SOULS 
Executive for 2018. I?m sure you will be fantastic and find your year 
very rewarding. Thanks to all members of the Executive for the time 
and effort they have put into their portfolios and all of our members 
getting involved in all our initiatives. 

 Char xo 



A Law Student in Europe
Writ t en by Alex Sm ail l

Having recently completed an exchange in 
Copenhagen, I was asked by Accession to provide 
some insight into the law student experience abroad. 
With best intentions at heart, and a desire to not 
proliferate the world supply of ?alternative facts?, I 
confess that I was minus the ?law? part (I went to a 
business school) and only briefly satisfied the 
?student? part (more on that later). That said, I will 
nonetheless raise a few (hopefully) interesting points, 
which may be of use in the event that you are 
planning or contemplating an exchange. 

First things first: Is an exchange for you? 

Yes, probably. The two biggest obstacles to an 
exchange are degree planning and money. The 
former can be easily remedied with a bit of foresight 
and a visit to a course advisor. There?s plenty of time 
in your two final years to get the compulsory papers 
out of the way - but don?t leave it too late. The finance 
issue will be different for everyone but (excluding 
flights) there?s no reason it should be any more 
expensive than a semester in Dunedin. Plus, those 
sweet litt le Studylink payments keep coming through 
and the university throws $1000 your way. 

What is it like adjusting to a new hometown on the 
other side of the world? 

The first week of exchange is one of the toughest but 
potentially also one of the best. It?s similar to o-week 
of first year, except instead of asking people which 
high school they went to, you ask which country 
they?re from. And just like in o-week, there?ll be the 
alpha male types who want everyone to know just 
how much he drinks. But the exciting thing is these 
guys are the real deal douchebags ? genuine frat guys 
from America who?ve been exposed to so much peer 
pressure that they are no longer capable of 
expressing an original thought. Inevitably, there will 
be a lot of Americans on your exchange and, 
depending on your destination, a lot will be loud and 
egotistical. But there is also a good range of other 
nationalities to acquaint yourself with and once you 
weed out the ?Greek life? blowhards, most of the 
Americans are good value too. 

You?ll also have to get used to all the locals speaking 
differently (particularly where English isn?t the first 
language) and having different cultural norms. The 
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Danes tended to be quite reserved at first but incredibly 
friendly once you approached them. They also infuriated me 
by sincerely apologising for addressing me in Danish when 
they could have had no idea I was foreign.  Also be prepared to 
not be able to find anything you need in the supermarket. 
They either don?t have it or it?s in some completely 
indistinguishable packaging in the far corner. Either way, 
despite your best intentions, it?s going to have to be pasta for 
dinner again. 

Why is Europe better than Dunedin? 

European cities impressed me in a lot of ways. Rather than 
sitting in traffic for two hours a day and whining about Wilson 
Parking?s exorbitant penalties, the citizens make the most of 
comprehensive and efficient public transport systems. Nearly 
every major city has a metro and in cities like Copenhagen and 
Amsterdam, there are more bicycles than cars. And while it 
may be a bit chillier commuting in the open air, every building 
you step into is adequately insulated and heated ? an 
unfamiliar concept to us Dunedinites, who come to accept the 
reality of puffer jackets and blankets in our living rooms. 

As an exchange student, a night out is not something you?ll 
have trouble finding. And while the temptation will be to join in 
with the excitable North Americans who are losing their minds 
over being allowed into clubs and buying alcohol without a 
fake ID, I?d recommend resisting the urge to join the hour of 
?pre-gaming? and pissing contest to see who knows the most 
?doof doof? nightclub. Instead, join the Europeans for a trip to 
a bar. It?s a different experience not feeling the compulsion to 
funnel a slab of diesels before leaving the living room but not 
one you?ll dislike. Without a culture of systematic alcohol 
abuse, the Europeans grow out of binge drinking at a young 
age and focus more on the ?who? and ?where? of a night out. 
And that?s not to say they will judge you for being drunk or 
hold back themselves. They just don?t feel the pressure to get 
wasted to have a good time. And while this may seem I?m 
advocating against Dunedin?s party culture (I?m hearing the 
cries of ?hypocrite? already), that?s not the case at all. My 
simple message is to get over to Europe and see that there?s 
another way of doing things. 

 What else can I offer a student going on exchange? 

 Off the top of my head: very litt le. But I encourage you to seek 
out some other people (or, failing that, me) who have been on 
exchanges to give you some insight into a good destination. 
For example, I was lucky enough to have a friend who had 
been to the same university and suggested a litt le trick for 
getting all my courses done in 8 weeks ? meaning more time 
for travel. A European exchange is undoubtedly something 
worth doing and, as they say, if it?s worth doing, it?s worth 
doing right. 
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It is the night after law ball and as I lie in bed 
feeling sorry for myself I can?t help but reflect 
on the year. Yes, the year is nearly done, and 
yes in my drunken haze I remember 
someone at the law ball saying, ?Hey, that?s 
the President of PILSA!?. This statement 
would have remained but a distant dream 
when PILSA was revived in 2015, but after a 
year of hustling in 2016 people finally know 
our name, or at least that chick did.  

For those of you who have missed our sticker 
on the 8th floor office, and have somehow 
turned a blind eye to the most colourful 
notice board in the common room, we are 
PILSA or formally the Pacific Island Law 
Students? Association.  Honestly, our name 
has been on a few things for a while, but it 
wasn?t until 2016 that this name gained a 
personality. Under the leadership of Sara 
Lomaloma, who whipped us all into shape 
with her 8am Friday meetings, PILSA 
underwent a huge change. Now, the PILSA 
that you may be familiar with is a polished 
student association who some may say is 
slightly overactive on Facebook, but we are 
there nevertheless!  

In the context of a PILSA social calendar, we 
have had a pretty full on year! We started 
with a bang with our Pacific Welcome in 
March, and this was followed by our 
Mentoring Breakfast where Tepuretu Whitta 
and Latafale Auva?a shared their advice for 
life outside of law school and specifically how 
valued air conditioning is in a firm in Raro! 

Sometimes it is hard to find a highpoint 
when your year exceeds your expectations. 
But our Public Lecture definitely takes the 
cake! Ms Salote Kaimacuata, a Child 
Protection Specialist for UNICEF in the Pacific 
spoke to us about child protection systems 
within small developing Pacific Nations. Child 

protection is topical in New Zealand, and it 
was eye opening to see this discussed 
further in a Pacific context. We look forward 
to ending our year with our new Sentencing 
Competition with the University of 
Canterbury, and again the best (or only) tea 
towel fundraiser within the Faculty.  

On an administrative front, PILSA is ending 
this year even stronger than the previous 
year, ensuring our association continues to 
grow as the years go on. We end 2017 with 
two new sponsors on board (IPLS and 
Simpson Grierson), a new annual event with 
the University of Canterbury Pasifika 
Students? Society, and again the slickest 
merch in law school! 

On behalf of our executive I would love to 
give thanks to the Law Faculty; specifically, 
Lauren Hall. Without your behind the scenes 
admin we would be lost! Also, to the Pacific 
Island Centre, Bell Gully and Simpson 
Grierson, without whom we would still have 
$3 in our bank account. 

A huge thank you to our mates in Te Roopu 
Whai Putake and SOULS, who have 
continued to support us over these last few 
years of grind. And last but not least, thanks 
to all my friends who have been forced into 
buying Tea Towels and T-Shirts and who are 
probably looking forward to the end of my 
PILSA admin chat. (You guys are the real 
MVP?s!) 

Finally, to everyone who has been so 
supportive of PILSA this year, thanks! We 
truly couldn?t have done this without you.  

PILSA President over and out. 

Claudia Davison 

P I L SA  U p d a t e
Wri tten by Claudia Dav ison
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Te Roopu Whai  Putak e Update
Wri tten by K aahu Whi te

Kia ora e te wh?nau, 

What a year it has been so far! Te Roop? Whai P?take have had a super busy year, packed with study 
nights, waiata nights, and all sorts of other fun events. We started the year with our annual 
fundraiser, binding the law course materials, which set us up for all of our events during the year. 

After O-week was done and dusted we were able to officially welcome our second years into the 
Faculty of Law with our annual dessert night to celebrate their hard work and their massive 
achievement of making it into second year law. The following week we were able to meet all our new 
students entering first year law with the LAWS101 hui. 

Once we were all settled into study we began having fortnightly study and waiata nights. These were 
a really cool way to keep in touch with all of our students and good preparation for M?ori grad. 

Alongside our Te Roop? Whai P?take events a lot of our students also participate in Te Ihaka?s ? 
M?ori Leadership in Law events. We were lucky enough to have Justice Joe Williams come and give a 
guest lecture on Tikanga in the Law. Other events under the Ihaka programme have included 
workshops with successful M?ori lawyers and academics and a marae trip where past-alumni ran 
relevant workshops with our students. 

At the moment our students are getting ready to participate in the M?ori Moot to decide who will 
represent Otago at the National M?ori Mooting competition at Hunga Roia in November. We have 
really enjoyed this year so far and are looking forward to what the rest of the semester has installed 
for us. 

If you want to get involved in Te Roop? Whai P?take but haven?t had the chance yet, join our 
Facebook group ?Te Roop? Whai P?take? to stay up to date with our events and come along to our 
fortnightly study nights! 

Ng? mihi 

Kaahu White 

Tumuaki o Te Roop? Whai P?take  
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There are three things law students love. Arguing 
with authoritarian figures on the piss, stripes, and 
the fucking Dispensary. Coffee is as ingrained in our 
culture as much as Timaru is ingrained in Mark 
Henaghan. 

Despite our love of coffee, smashed avo and our 
inability to afford a house anywhere but Balclutha, 
we live in exciting but unnerving times. Our 
generation is facing a changing social and 
environmental landscape at a rate and to an extent 
never experienced by humans before. One of the 
many issues our generation faces is an increase in 
waste production and a reduction in availability of 
land. The following is a story of a humble Dispensary 
coffee cup and how it contributes to our growing 
waste problem. 

Our default setting of ?takeaway coffee equals 
takeaway cup? is a cause for concern.

" I t is estimated that 130 
bi l l ion cof fee cups are 

throw n-aw ay each year 
w orldw ide. Let that sink  

in - 130 bi l l ion cof fee cups 
each year"

Strict food regulations forbid the use of recycled 
papers, which often contain inks, to be used in 
products that might come in contact with food. The 
corollary is that your coffee cup must be made of 
virgin materials, in other words, a new tree.  ?But at 
least they can be recycled, right?? Unfortunately, not. 
A typical coffee cup is made up of a cardboard cup 
with an internal polyethylene (plastic) lining. This 
creates a real problem as the lining makes the entire 
cup non-recyclable. Your humble Dispensary coffee 
cup isn?t looking quite as good, is it? 

Eden Café, owned by the Otago Polytechnic, stopped 
using disposal coffee cups in late February 2016 in 

an effort to break the throwaway habit. The café now 
serves all drinks in reusable cups or crockery made 
by students and has saved 35,000 disposable coffee 
cups from entering landfill.   In preparation for this 
article, I discovered that I have made 112 
transactions at the Dispensary and AllPress in the 
past 12 months, slightly below Brittany Reddington?s 
average of 1,012 in the past 12 days. That?s 112 
coffee cups each year going to landfill that could 
easily be avoided. It is estimated that 130 billion 
coffee cups are thrown-away each year worldwide. 
Let that sink in - 130 billion coffee cups each year. 

If you want to change, you do have three practical 
choices: 

The first is buy a reusable coffee cup. JOCO, IdealCup 
and every jafe?s favourite, the KeepCup provide 
personalised, fashionable, and reusable coffee cups. 
Most coffee shops, the Dispensary included, offer a 
discount when you BYO cup. My KeepCup has 
already paid itself off! As a bonus, you can use the 
same reusable cup to take advantage of the SOULS 
coffee in the 8th floor kitchenette ? ffs please don?t 
steal /  break the plunger though.

The second is to never have your coffee takeaway. If 
you need a coffee, chances are you are in need of a 
break too. Take 10 minutes, sit down, relax, and 
perhaps, invite that boy or girl from Law Ball and 
rekindle the flame that was put out by the fire alarm. 

The third is to harness your natural energy. I like to 
do this by going for productive procrastination runs 
through my local graveyard and improving my life 
force through the fact that everyone else there has 
none. 

We live in times where the ?disease of being busy? has 
caused convenience (and therefore mindless waste) 
to dominate. Never in the history of mankind has it 
been as important for everyone to do their part, 
however small, to make a change for the better. Be 
an early-adopter, throw away the throwaway culture 
and do something kind for other people - one 
Dispensary coffee at a time! 

Coffee Culture
DISPOSABLE

Wri tten by Tim A usten
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Picture this. You?re at home, sipping your Allpress 
single-shot almond milk cappuccino with dairy free 
chocolate sprinkled on top, when your Russell 
McVeagh yo pro boyfriend gets down on one knee 
and proposes! After spitting foam all over him in 
surprise, of course you say yes. You get married and 
have three children: Lidia, Tomm and Lora (you just 
HATE traditional spelling). You and your husband save 
up and purchase a small piece of land which provides 
a large amount of your income as you rent out your 
spare room and an outhouse on Air BnB. Then, all of a 
sudden, your husband accidently chokes on a piece of 
kale in his smoothie and dies. What happens next? 

Well, in New Zealand, those doing the infamous 
Family File will know that this land is ?relationship 
property?, meaning that the wife will of course have 
rights in it. And while this thought seems cold and 
morbid, I promise there is a point?  

The general  consequence of  
a w omen?s husband passing 
aw ay is that the w i fe is seen 

to have no rights in the 
property. Horri fyingly, she is 
actual ly treated as property 

hersel f .
 

This very situation (with some slight factual 
differences) in many parts of Africa such as Uganda 
and Cameroon, can produce an outcome that is often 
very different and highly unsettling. The general 
consequence of a women?s husband passing away is 
that the wife is seen to have no rights in the property. 
Horrifyingly, she is actually treated as property 
herself. She is passed onto her late husband?s brother 
as his property as well as any land or other assets, 
and if he does not wish to care for her and her 
children then she will be out on the streets with no 
place to go and nothing to her name. 

As a passionate feminist who gets riled up about the 
pay gap and Mark Richardson?s idiotic comments, this 
literally sends a shiver down my spine and makes me 
see red. Not only does this incomprehensible sexism 
exist in the realm of property ownership, but girls in 
Africa are regularly denied education and beaten by 
their husbands.  

The way I found out about this terrible reality was 
through an incredible organisation called NGO 
Abroad, which facilitates volunteering overseas in 
Asia, Africa and many other countries. What caught 
my eye the most about NGO Abroad was the work 
they do in relation to African women. Many women in 
the parts of Africa mentioned above face barriers that 
we in New Zealand wouldn?t even dream of ? being 
treated as property, being forced to have sex with 
men carrying AIDS, and being denied the most basic 
education.  

One of the many programmes run by NGO Abroad is 
one directly applicable to lawyers and law students, 
male and female alike (the organisation simply asks 
for ?feminists?). Volunteers are able to travel to parts 
of Africa and teach women their rights ? and 
ultimately help to shift the backwards attitudes that 
exist in their communities. 

Volunteers can advocate for equal education, provide 
advice and avenues for those having property issues 
with their husband?s estate, and work with the local 
government to encourage females to enter politics, 
get an education, and enforce their rights. 

If this sounds like you, or you know someone else 
who might be interested, NGO Abroad?s founder Ann 
McLaughlin is always looking for volunteers, and says 
that law students are particularly valuable. She is a 
truly inspiring person who I have had the pleasure of 
chatting to and I hope to head over myself in a couple 
of years to do my part. 

NGO Abroad?s website can be found at 
ngoabroad.com , and to contact Ann directly you can 
email her at in fo@ngoabroad.com . 

She will be only too happy to hear from you! 

N GO  A b r o a d
THE VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFETIME

Wri tten by Ol iv ia Thomson
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Law oscopes
Be careful of your non-law papers 
this month. They might seem easy 
and insignificant (and they largely 
are lol) - but neglecting them could 
be costly. Keeping up a good 
average will help you get a job!

Ar ies (Mar  21-Apr  20)

Fidget spinners are kind of out of 
fashion now, but they're still 
floating around. If you're stressed, 
go and grab one for the novelty 
and spin your problems away. And 
look like an idiot.

As the year 's end draws closer, 
you're running out of opportunities 
to socialise. Come along to the 
Mystery Bus Tour and the last few 
remaining SOULS steins for some 
cheap drinks and good times!

Taurus (Apr  21-May 21) Gem ini (May 22-Jun 21)

Unhappy feelings might be 
circulating among your peers. If 
they try to involve you, tell them to 
fuck off - you haven't got time for 
that sort of negativity in your life.

Cancer  (Jun 22-Jul 22)

This month is a romantic one for 
you, Leo. With Law Ball sadly in the 
past, there are limited chances to 
meet your law school crush - but 
come along to the last few 
remaining steins for a final shot!

The law can be a cruel mistress. 
Treat her well, however, and you 
will be rewarded. Now is the time 
to knuckle down, put the work in, 
and literally live in the law library - 
your GPA will thank you for it!

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22) Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 23)

There aren't many times when you 
can say that life is perfect - but this 
month will be one of them. It will 
likely come to you in the library, 
when you finally achieve perfect 
synergy with the law.

Libra (Sep 24-Oct  23)

Life is like a cookie for you this 
month. For the most part delicious, 
but at some stage it will crumble a 
litt le. Don't cry about it - just get a 
new cookie and keep on keeping 
on.

You might find yourself in a rush 
this month. Try to deal with this as 
best you can - get up earlier, plan 
things ahead of time, and  push 
Geography students out of the way 
in the lift line. 

Scorpio (Oct  24-Nov 22) Sagit t ar ius (Nov 23-Dec 21)

Lucky you, born over the holidays. 
I miss the holidays. 

Anyway, the holidays are just 
around the corner - start looking 
forward to the good things in life!

Capr icorn (Dec 22-Jan 20)

Now, more than ever, is the time 
you need to go and see your 
lecturers. They aren't scary - they 
get paid to listen to and answer 
your questions! Go and see them - 
you won't regret it.

If your life is falling to pisces right 
about now, do something about it. 
Talk to student health, a friend,  a 
family member, a lecturer, or 
someone at OUSA student 
support. They're all here to help!

Aquar ius (Jan 21-Feb 19) Pisces (Feb 20-Mar  20)
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1. Why did you decide t o st op pract icing law , and becom e an ent repreneur / st ar t  
nom os one? 

 Ever since I can remember, I wanted to study law. My Dad is the Managing Partner of a 
local firm, and I guess I had the idea that I would ?join the family business?.  I was always 
proud to see him bump into clients at the supermarket and around town, who would 
be so happy to see him and complimentary of his support. I saw the commitment and 
self-sacrifice that went into working as a lawyer, and the huge impact that it has on 
people (often un-recognised and without thanks). Dad has always been generous with 
his time and voluntary work, founding many charitable trusts and sitting on numerous 
community boards and trusts. This was formally recognised in 2013 when he was made 
a Member of the Order of New Zealand Merit for Services to the Community. For me, 
this was what law was all about: using my strategic/analytical and people skills to help 
people in need. I felt a sense of privilege both to study and ultimately practice law, and 
a responsibility to do so.  

Despite the romantic notions of law, anyone who knows me well may have guessed 
that law wasn?t for me. I?ve always had a quick mind which often got me into trouble in 
my school years, and meant my undergraduate studies in law consisted of playing a 
game with myself of how few lectures I could attend and still pass the papers. My entire 
life I have avoided (I still avoid) reading, and will always opt for pictures, movies or 
anything that can keep my attention for more than 10 seconds. For me, this meant my 
undergraduate studies at Otago consisted of cramming as much of a paper into the last 
few days before an exam. Most of the time this strategy worked, however in the case of 
Public Law, I had the pleasure of taking a victory lap, repeating the course a 
second-time round.  

Once in practice as a lawyer, I really enjoyed my work. Despite the reading, I found the 
client relationships, court arguments and negotiations interesting. I took pride in being 
a lawyer, and had the sense of doing good for people who needed help.  After a couple 
of years practicing however, I started to get itchy feet and found myself getting bored 
with the repetitive paper work and correspondence. I realised that the things I enjoyed 
the most were a fraction of my work, and I felt frustrated being in an industry where 
many things were done simply because ?that is how it always has been.? For me, the 
switch to business came after advising a client who was selling a local business. I 
started to talk to them about ways they could improve their marketing, customer focus 
and strategy to operate more profitably, but frustratingly it fell on deaf ears. I started to 
think more about the business strategy than the legal advice, and ultimately decided to 
return to study.  So, in 2011, I returned to complete an MBA at Otago. Unlike my 
undergraduate degree, I found myself extremely motivated, ultimately placing near the 
top of my class and securing a scholarship to study at Duke, which is a top 10 Business 
School based in North Carolina, USA. While at Duke, I completed studies in information 
management, real estate entrepreneurship, intellectual capital strategy and 
entrepreneurial execution.  My intentions were always to return to practice law and 
business, but during my time at Duke, I realised the lure of business for me was far too 
strong, and ultimately, I decided to make the leap from a legal career completely. I 
started ?Nomos? (Greek for the God of Law and Justice), as a software product for 
lawyers to manage commercial leases more effectively. I convinced my firm (Dad) to let 
me work part-time as a lawyer from their boardroom, and spend the other half of my 
time building a company. I raised the first couple of hundred thousand dollars of 
funding in early 2012, and the rest is history.   

Q&A
With Jonny M irk in, founder and CEO of

legal  sof tw are company nomos one
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2. What  does nom os one do? 

 Originally, we sold exclusively to lawyers, but 
found there was a lack of sufficient motivation to 
adopt new systems, even if it meant more 
profit/efficiency/service for clients. Although we 
still have law firms using the system, the vast 
majority of clients are now businesses with 
property portfolios like Barkers Menswear, Spark, 
DB Breweries, Night?n?Day etc.  Our software 
reduces the risk of managing these large, 
complex portfolios and streamlines their legal, 
accounting and property management processes 
to save them significantly on expenditure. We 
have built an online software that users login to 
save, update and access information about their 
portfolio (mostly commercial leases).  Essentially 
the system tells these businesses when key dates 
are approaching that they need to do something 
about, creates business reports for their 
executives and allows them to meet legal and 
accounting compliance with minimal effort. 

3. How int egral was your  MBA st udy at  Duke 
Universit y t o t he developm ent  of  nom os one? 

 For me, very integral. I simply wouldn?t have 
succeeded in this business without my MBA. 
There are some very complex concepts like 
discounted cashflow forecasting, capitalization 
tables etc. that I needed the ability to create in 
order to raise the money I needed to build the 
business. I created my original business plan as 
my project component of my MBA, and learned 
all kinds of disciplines that I regularly draw on 
every day. By no means is an MBA a pre-requisite 
for succeeding in a start-up (in fact I would argue 
the opposite in some cases), but for me it was 
necessary. 

4. How successful has t he client  upt ake of  
nom os one been? Did you in it ial ly st ruggle t o 
persuade people t o ?m odernise? and shif t  away 
f rom  t r ied and t rue paper  m et hods? 

Elon Musk (Paypal, Tesla, SpaceX) has some great 
anti-motivational phrases about starting a 
business, particularly when disrupting industries. 
He has said it?s like ?staring into the face of 
death?. I can totally relate. The last 5 years have 
been the most difficult years of my life by far, 
however they have also been the most rewarding. 
Today, nomos one is objectively ?successful? in 
that we have a product, paying clients and we are 
growing. However, I certainly wouldn?t regard us 
as successful yet, and wouldn?t expect that for 
several years to come.  It has taken much longer 

to grow nomos one due to the resistance, 
particularly of the industry initially to move away 
from what they know. We spent the first 2 years 
exclusively developing for, marketing to and 
selling to lawyers. By the end of those two years, 
we realised our attempts were futile, and 
ultimately switched our focus completely to their 
clients (our customers).  

At one stage, I thought this might be a New 
Zealand thing only, but after presenting to CMS 
Legal in Germany (Europe?s largest law firm) and 
several of the Magic Circle firms in London, I had 
a similar response of enthusiasm, but no 
commitment. I see several innovative legal 
start-ups appearing who are doing very well. 
However, from the conversations I have had with 
several of them, they all face the same challenges 
we did.  The truth is though, if law firms don?t 
adopt new technologies, they won?t survive. 

5. Do you t h ink  t hat  t he m odernizat ion of  
legal services is inevit able? Is it  facing any 
back lash f rom  anywhere in par t icular? 

 It has already happened. Whether it be 
automation software like nomos one, outsourced 
support services to countries like India, or 
complete AI lawyers ? it is already here. Firms like 
Robot Robot and Hwang 
(http://www.robotandhwang.com/ attorneys/) 
and free websites like Donotpay (which is a bot), 
have already completed 250,000 parking ticket 
cases and won 160,000. 

The backlash will be from the traditional firms 
who are afraid of change. They have survived on 
transactional work like commercial leases, wills, 
and trusts. The majority of their work will be 
replaced by software, bots, or cheaper resources.  

6. What  do you t h ink  is t he best  way t o 
com bat  t hat  back lash? 

Focus on your people skills and advisory services. 
Build a broad knowledge base and focus on 
adding value to clients as opposed to selling them 
a transaction or service. Find strategic ways to 
save them money, work simpler or avoid hassle. 
The role of the negotiator and advisor should be 
around for quite some time, so I think that is the 
best way to avoid the backlash and to capitalise 
on the changes to the field. 

7. What  role do Ot ago law  st udent s play at  
nom os one? Do you t h ink  work ing t here is a 
valuable exper ience for  t hem ?

All my friends through law school worked in retail, 
hospitality and casual work. For me, the nomos 
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one intern programme is an awesome opportunity to 
give back to Otago Law, and achieve a business purpose. 
Our interns (95% are law students) work with us to 
populate client portfolios into the nomos one software. 
This typically involves working in teams to read through 
commercial leases and related agreements in order to 
identify, extract and upload key terms into our system.  
The experience is extremely valuable for the interns. 
They get real world experience working with commercial 
contracts, a real-world situation to apply their study, and 
an opportunity to network with other law students and 
clients. Our interns form strong bonds with each other, 
and I hear of BYO?s and parties that seem to be building 
outside of nomos one as a result, which is great to hear ? 
because law can be lonely sometimes, especially if you 
don?t know other people in your class. 

We are just about to advertise several roles coming up 
with our clients around the country, which our interns 
will have first option to apply for ? and we will 
recommend them to our clients.  

8. Are you look ing for  law  st udent s t o join you?

We are always looking for great people. If you are 
studying law, and are keen to find out more about nomos 
one, or join the intern team, reach out to us with your CV 
to jobs@nomosone.com. We are just about to advertise 
for another 20+ intern positions, so if you are keen, do 
reach out.  We have interns right from first-year to 
post-grad, so we are open to all. 

9. What  would you say t o law  st udent s who m ight  
want  t o use t heir  sk il ls and know ledge t o t ake t he 
ent repreneur ial rout e t hem selves?

Do it. You have nothing to lose. If it doesn?t work out, you 
will always have your law degree and can go back into 
practice. I would encourage people to complete their 
professional studies and get admitted to the bar while it 
is fresh in their mind after study though, if they think they 
will want to practice at some stage. Even though I don?t 
plan to practice again, I am now a lawyer and will be for 
the rest of my life.  I am more than happy to sit down 
with anyone who is thinking about their next steps and 
talk to them about it.

 Just reach out. 



After hearing from my hairdresser that blind dates are the MO of murderers who 
chop girls up and put them in their freezer, I turned up to Velvet pretty chopped, 
pretty late and pretty nervous. In hindsight, ?you don?t seem like a murderer? 
probably shouldn?t have been my opening comment but I?m pretty sure he took it 
as a compliment. Not only was he good looking but he had good chat and didn?t 
come across as a total asshole so he?s already streets ahead of most law bros I 
know.

I have to admit that I was keeping a notes tab open on my phone because I knew I 
would forget all the questionable stuff that happened. This proved to be a great 
idea because the first thing I wrote, which I have zero recollection of, was ?Why 
does he keep saying ?proceedings? in conversations? Is he trying to prove he does 
law??? Aside from this, what I recall of the chat was that it was v good. Our shared 
love of Marcelo definitely came up a few times. I must have looked horrified when 
he announced he was a vegan because he followed it with ?but I don?t give a fuck 
about animals?  just the environment?. Swoon. He proceeded to explain why I 
should watch the Cowspiracy documentary and told me about, and I quote, ?really 
cool vegetables?. Meanwhile I ate my chicken and bacon burger with zero regrets.

When our wine ran out we headed to Night and Day where he swept me off my 
feet with the line ?do you wanna split a pack of darts?? which I?m pretty sure came 
straight out of Romeo and Juliet. Needless to say, I was game from there.

To give the guy credit, he did back me up in my losing battle when the Suburbia 
bartender tried to step me out, and he wrangled a refund for our drinks when we 
got kicked out. Chivalry is not dead. He bought us a fancy (I?d say at least $14) 
bottle of wine even though he clearly pined for a box of Billy Mavs, and in 
response I suggested we go back to mine.

Great chat ensued, and we managed to swap some horrific stories which I?m 
pretty sure we promised to keep out of the write up?  I definitely would have 
reneged on that promise just for the sake of being really brutal but I can?t actually 
remember the details of his. Sorry team. It was here that we realised we both have 
banger taste in music, especially the genre to make out to. It was reminiscent of a 
romantic movie where they fall into bed listening to soft jazz, except I was kind of 
falling onto the floor to the tunes of the Arctic Monkeys.

Eventually we both became too intoxicated to make good decisions, and settled on 
saving ourselves till we can find a nice quiet spot in the law library or even 
Archway 4, for old times? sake.

Overall fab night, would highly recommend the blind date if you?re down to get a 
bit weird with a stranger you?ll almost definitely share a ten-floor elevator ride with 
in the future.

Her. Him.

We at SOULS are firm believers in increasing inter-year group and intra-faculty relations (or as Mark Henaghan would call it, 'collegiality'). 
To this end, we've decided to set up single law students on blind dates. We provide the food and alcohol, you provide a good time and a 
write-up of the night's events (as below). If this sounds like you, keep an eye on our Facebook page for the next round of sign-ups!

About 3 hours prior to the 8pm meet time I decided it was time to start preparing 
myself. Alternating between some Andrew Geddis podcasts and the new Kendrick 
Lamar album on the speakers in my room, I commenced my 3-hour manscape. 
Then after 2 nervous poos and a bottle of Bird Dog I was out the door.

I was a healthy 6 minutes late, but I still found myself waiting like an idiot for 
another 5. It didn?t help that Velvet Burger was hosting an Ignite Consultants BYO 
that night which several of my mates were apart of.

And then she arrived. My blue-haired bombshell was a gift from the SOULS gods. 
Great chat flowed along with the wine while we proceeded to laugh the night 
away. After a half-arse attempt at eating our burgers we decided for a change of 
scenery. I had gathered by this point that my date might be partial to a cigarette or 
two, and sure enough she, like me, had also left her pack at home. We must have 
been really fiending because the next thing I know we?ve bought a pack and are 
sitting in the stairwell that leads up to Etrusco sharing a dart. Romantic, I know.

Still wanting to kick on, we walked back towards the Octy. We bumped into Joan 
the Butcher and her mate while we were searching for the next bar, and being the 
good Samaritans that we are, we decided to shout them both a durry. They were 
very happy. We kept walking and ended up at the fine establishment called 
Suburbia. The fires were on outside the bar which provided an ideal moody 
setting, so I left my date with another Marlboro while I went inside to buy us a 
drink. As I came back armed with a house Sav and the cheapest tap beer available, 
I heard the bartender complaining to some other patrons about the stingy order I 
had just made. Now I thought this was pretty rude ? we were paying customers 
and surely she caught on that we were penniless students? I told my date and she 
agreed that it was not chur. Then the bartender comes out after a minute or two 
and starts turning off the fires and shutting up shop. I couldn?t believe it, but I kept 
my cool and politely asked for her to just keep one on while we finished our 
drinks. She said we could finish our drinks, but she didn?t want to attract any more 
bar goers by having the fires on and started to head back inside, but not before 
my date decided to ask under her breath, ?Is it because we?re students?? Now, I 
think the bartender heard her, but still asked if my date could repeat the question, 
to which she decided to ignore. You could cut the tension with a knife as the 
bartender asked another couple of times before I decided to answer her by 
repeating the question myself. Then this woman really kicked off. Like this rude, 
sassy-ass woman was seriously fucking angry and just going to town on us. After 
having a bit of back-and-forth and me firmly expressing my displeasure with her 
tone and the service she had given us, we were asked if we wanted our money 
back. I immediately said yes. We got out of there with refund in hand, but not 
before I drunkenly broadcasted to the street how shithouse Suburbia was. Never 
going back there.

My date loves it. Thought it was real manly standing up for her or some shit. Big 
ups to me. So I?m feeling quite happy with myself and decide to use the $17 refund 
from Suburbia to splash on a nice bottle of wine to take back to her abode. The 
conversation got to music, so we started up the speakers and alternated playing 
songs while continuing to chat. I?m feeling rather groggy at this point so I start to 
slow down on the wine. The music follows suit, so I took the opportunity to make a 
move as a particularly sultry song came on. It was a great success.

By 1am we were still chatting and canoodling, but we both decided that a 
sleepover wasn?t on the cards.  I went on my merry way not long after that to a 
nearby grad party and kept sending it until 5am.

Massive thanks to SOULS and my gorgeous date for a great night!
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1. Cont ract  Law  7/10 

Most you are probably shook to see contract 
receiving such a high mark, but it really is an 
all-rounder with something to offer everyone. If 
you like kids, Simon Connell will show you a 
different picture of his very cute child each day, 
escalating in the final lecture to an hour long 
montage of his wife giving birth. If you hate the 
gays but love wearing a cricket jersey casually in 
the middle of winter you will get along with Rex 
just fine. And if you like actually understanding 
the law and being taught by a straight 10 then 
Jess Palmer is your gal.  

 2. Cr im inal Law  5/10 

Despite the reasonably interesting subject 
matter, the actual law in crim can be a bit dry. 
Highlight is probably Colin Gavaghan telling you 
about the murders he committed back in 
Scotland.

3. Public Law  2/10 

Honestly an unnecessary paper, it does not take 
a year to teach you that Parliament is supreme. 

4. Proper t y Law  6/10 

The best part of property is feeling superior to 
the 50 people that repeat it each year. 

 5. Law  of  Tor t s 7/10 

A real mixed bag. You start the year wondering 
who the homeless man that stumbled into 
archway is wondering if he is okay. You 
eventually realise that it is Barry Allen and that 
he is not okay. 

Then you get Marcelo but you can?t actually 
focus on defamation because you are too 
confused about what has been going on with his 
hair this year. His latest cut has been described 
by another staff member as ?looking like a 
member of Hitler Youth?. 

 6. Fam ily Law  8/10 

Great GPA boost, Mark doesn?t have it in him to 
give a mark outside of the A range.  

7. Jur isprudence 10/10 

Jesse Wall. Plus getting to see Robertson 
performing surprisingly athletic feats for a man 
of his age. Plus Jesse Wall.  

AN HONEST REVIEW OF OTAGO LAW PAPERS
The Otago Law Faculty offers an overwhelming range of papers, and it can be difficult to choose 
which ones to take. Having made it to fifth year I have gained a bit of an insight into the different 
papers, and only living and associating with law students has developed this even further. In this 
article I aim to give you all some guidance as to which papers might be right for you, and a bit of 
insight about what to expect from the papers you have to take.  
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8. Law  and Medicine 10/10 

Jesse Wall. 

 9. Labour  Law  5/10 

You would have to do something really wrong 
in this paper not to get a B+, Paul Roth has 
never actually read an exam script in his life. 
Huge con is the lecture where he makes the 
whole class sing a song about unions, avoid 
that one if possible. 

 10. Com pany Law 6/10 

Sounds quite boring, is quite boring. But you 
have a 50/50 chance of having Shelley who is 
the most normal lecturer, plus having this on 
your transcript alongside International 
Human Rights Law and Animals and the Law 
will make people take you a bit more 
seriously.  

11. Law  and t he Dem ocrat ic Process 420/10 

Useful in election year but not really any other 
time.  

12. Et hics 5/10 

Fun clickers. Mahoney very inspirational and 
engaging. 

13. Com pet it ion Law 7/10 

Great to see Rex exposing a variety of other 

prejudices. Plus he does fun half-time quizzes 
which I love, one time the prize was a $2 coin.  

14. Law  and Societ y 2/10 

Not sure why this is included as only meant to 
be reviewing law papers not arts. Think this is 
getting cut next year with the other 
humanities papers anyway? But if you like 
sassy socialist memes on Facebook this is for 
you.  

15. Vendor  and Purchaser  8/10 

One of the most practical papers you can do 
at law school. Ben is very fun and energetic, 
not yet jaded by years of dealing with 
obnoxious and entitled students. Get in quick 
before we wear him down. 

16. Tax 7/10 

Wins award for the most surprising paper ? 
sounds horrifically boring but actually very 
good. If you don?t have morals and love 
money this is an essential paper, Shelley great 
at teaching you how to cheat the system.

If you want to find out more, or start planning 
your degree (because after second year you have 
to start doing it yourself and it's a bitch), check 
out http:/ / www.otago.ac.nz/ law/ index.html for 
details on available papers.

AN HONEST REVIEW OF OTAGO LAW PAPERS
Wri tten by Bri ttany Reddington
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There is nothing quite like the comforting nostalgia as you reminisce 
over the childhood experience of perusing through the chapters of a 
Harry Potter novel in a blissfully ignorant freedom of imagination. It 
should be an established human right that every child has the 
opportunity to experience The Potter Universe unencumbered by 
responsibility of big kid and real life issues. This Author was lucky 
enough to have such a childhood, and these memories would remind 
him of a simpler and quieter time. After viewing The Prisoner of 
Archway 4, it is fair to say that reflecting on these memories will never 
be quite the same. That ingrained childhood ?moral compass? where 
you somehow knew not to cross the line has certainly been degraded 
to some extent. For instance, I am sure that my ten-year-old-self 
would have thought twice before re-enacting a horrific Wheen bus 
accident; promoting euthanising of exam attendants; and using a 
back-of-hand slap to represent the sound of Princess Dianna being 
catapulted through her car windscreen (and other racially underlying 
themes). 

But, for whatever reason it didn?t stop me having a chuckle at these 
somewhat questionable skits. The question really is, has my 
perception of ?good old Harry Potter? changed forever? Has Law Revue 
corrupted my childhood innocence? 

?Has Law  Revue corrupted my chi ldhood 
innocence?? 

For one, I can certainly never hear the name Moaning Myrtle without 
simultaneously hearing the echoing sound of an orgasming bachelor 
contestant ringing in my ears. I will never again look at Severus Snape 
without also thinking ?..actually, Geddis was a bigger C* * * . 

And the sorting hat will forever resonate with 'she gave a gobby on the 
law camp dance floor?? 

But given the fact that I had been given a free $5 ticket, it was only 
polite for this author to bite his tongue and accept that some of his 
most cherished childhood memories would be tainted with sexual 
innuendoes and racial taunts. Once this realisation set in, I relaxed 
into what turned out to be an extremely enjoyable evening!   

Rest my Case and Bill of Rice: Two well-executed pieces of drivel 
really. No theme, no backbone, no real point at all. And I enjoy a pun 
as much as the next guy, but HOLY SHIT the guy in Row E20 (with the 

HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF ARCHWAY 4

A Law Revue Review
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high pitch laugh and intolerable tone), he fucking wet 
himself during this one! The appropriate response to 
this sort of skit would be a disappointing sigh of ?who 
the hell can be bothered thinking that shit up.? Not Mr 
Row E20, he was in fucking hysterics. 

Any Stair Will Do: Thank you for taking me on a journey 
back to what was always one of the more memorable 
and vile nights of the year. I couldn?t help but wonder 
how much of a backstory there is this one? It felt too 
honest, too detailed, a confessional perhaps? Either way 
I watched two gentlemen pour their heart into an 
impressively detailed plot portraying a classic 
Whodunnit?  Further, the harmonies and choreography 
created stunning juxtaposition, adding to an already 
very confused theme. 

 ?Thank  you for tak ing me on a 
j ourney back  to w hat w as 

alw ays one of  the more 
memorable and v i le nights of  the 

year? 

Trump Pulls out of Paris: Somehow Law Revue managed 
to reference Paris Hilton. Kudos. Similarly, it seems 
natural to reference the Jan Blair skit here as well. Law 
Revue, you have a gift at making people relevant again! 

But, this wasn't the only time Law Revue decided to get 
political. Cue Theresa May and her sexual confessions.  
There was a lot of nipple rubbing, it made me uneasy. I 
liked this skit as much as I like spaghetti on pizza.

Firm Culture: Border-lining on 'too close to reality', you 
could feel the unease around the room. To be fair, I 
agree with the fact legal ethics paper is a waste of time, 
and a big fan of Hawaiian shirts in the office. But there 
was an air of collective relief when the friendly slap on 
the ass concluded this skit. 

Carpool Karaoke: The host was the perfect slightly 
socially awkward persona to make this skit just 
completely work. It may also have something to do with 
the fact that Peart and Palmer are just way cooler than 
their students. Mr France-Hudson has some pipes on 
him that would have been perfect for a small cameo 
somewhere in the show itself - perhaps a crescendo 
during Jesse Wall is back was needed? Also, a special 
mention to Mr Rodriguez Ferrere who can bang out one 
hell of a rendition of Total Eclipse of the Heart.  

Goodbye my Plunger: Symbolic of everything 'First 
World Problems.' I could feel all the middle class 

NZ/Europeans nodding their heads in agreement. But 
seriously, it takes a sick f* * *  to steal a communal 
plunger.  

To probably one of the highlights of my life. Thank you 
for Shania Bain. Not many people can mess with Shania 
and pull it off. Somehow how you made a top 100 song 
(of all genres and of all t ime) even better. Merging a 
light hearted melody with a multiple homicide may 
have been a risk, but one worth taking.  But next time, 
don't shoot the dog, that was upsetting. 

The quirky Austin Prerogative Powers was a classic 
large-build-up to a somewhat meaningless punchline, 
but so pleasantly presented that it definitely deserved a 
splattering of applause.  We can put this one in the 
basket of 'well disguised' pieces of drivel.  

Exchange also struck a chord. Simply nothing else turns 
a down to earth scarfie into a fully-fledged douche-bag 
like a few months pretending to be a hipster and 
'finding themselves' backpacking. Although they 
received enough grief throughout Law Revue, please 
don't become a blog writing, hipster dressing, kale 
loving vegan. 

Barry Allan's Tweets: Barry Allan tweeting and Nicola 
Peart fidget spinning. At this moment I was not sure life 
could get any better. 

 ?M erging a l ight hearted melody 
w i th a mul t iple homicide, may 

have been a risk , but one w orth 
tak ing.? 

Of course, this can't be an exercise of ticking off every 
skit. So, what are the lasting impressions? What is 
Prisoner of Archway 4's legacy?? What would I say to the 
directors who have poured weeks of their own time into 
preparing a show on a limited budget and zero talent?  
Well. Plain and simple, this Author is a significantly 
worse human-being as a result of your show... a 
sheltered childhood, shattered by the realisation that 
even something as pure as Harry Potter can be 
corrupted  by a few students with too much time on 
their hands.  

But for a free $5 ticket, I think it was worth it. 

I would definitely go again.

- Anonymous 
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Li fe in the Lecture Theatre.
Simon.M eet

What  is t he funniest  t h ing t hat  has ever  happened in a 
lect ure? 

My lectures are generally very very serious. 

What  is t he m ost  awkward encount er  you?ve had w it h 
a st udent  out side of  Uni? 

One time early in the year some second year students told 
me how adorable my daughter was (they were correct) but 
it was a bit awkward because I didn?t realise exactly how 
they knew me.

If  you had a t agline, what  would it  be? (e.g. Nike: Just  
do it !) 

Last year, I was trying out ?Make Contract Law Great Again? 
but it doesn?t seem so funny any more.

If  you released an album , what  
genre would it  be, and what  
would you call i t ?  

Is ?recorded lectures? a genre, 
because we?re kind of already 
releasing those regularly?

Would you rat her  be st uck  in 
Archway 4 for  24 hours or  have 
10,000 needles dr iven int o you?

It depends on when the 24 hours 
are - I don?t know about sitting 
through a day?s worth of other 
people?s lectures, but if I was the 
only person in the lecture theatre 
for 24 hours perhaps I could stay 
sane watching stuff on YouTube? 

What  is your  go-t o karaoke song? 

My approach to karaoke tends to be more go-away-from 
than go-to...

What  is your  favour it e legal judgm ent ? 

Right now, I?d probably say Smith v Hughes.

What  is t he m ost  int erest ing fact  you know ? 

The etymology of the word ?OK? is contested. That is, we 
don?t know the exact origin of this very common word.

What  is t he m ost  t rouble you have ever  been in? 

I have never really been one for getting into much trouble.

What  is t he m ost  useless law  paper? 

As a student, I once took a paper called ?The Idea of Private 
Law?. As a direct result, I left my job and went off to be a 
postgraduate student. Does that count?

Have you ever  had any 
nicknam es? What  were/are t hey? 

At one point, people sometimes 
called me ?Sconnell? to distinguish 
me from a different Simon.

What  is t he worst  gif t  you have 
ever  received? 

No comment.

What  is your  m ost  bizar re t alent ? 

Also no comment!

What  do you t h ink  is t he great est  
invent ion in t he whole wor ld? 

The other day I went to a lecture 
where it was suggested that the 
promise is the greatest invention 

ever.

What  is your  favour it e m ovie quot e? 

My favourite movie is probably ?Being There?, but I can?t 
think of any particular quotes.
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Li fe in the Lecture Theatre.
Paul .M eet

What  is t he funniest  t h ing t hat  has ever  
happened in a lect ure? 

I was in the middle of a Public Law lecture on a 
fisheries case when a student entered wearing 
scuba gear, flippers and all, carrying a speargun. 

What  is t he m ost  awkward encount er  you?ve 
had w it h a st udent  out side of  Uni? 

When a Wellington taxi driver turned out to be an 
ex-student of mine. I?m pretty sure he failed my 
course.

If  you had a t agline, what  would it  be? (e.g. 
Nike: Just  do it !) 

Fuhgeddaboudit.

If  you released an album , what  genre would it  
be, and what  would you call i t ?  

Genre:Zydeco
Title:  Laissez les bons temps rouler

* Editor's note: WTF does this even mean?

Would you rat her  be st uck  in Archway 4 for  24 
hours or  have 10,000 needles dr iven int o you?

The needles, as long as they are tiny gauge.

What  is your  go-t o karaoke song? 

?Third Rate Romance? (Amazing Rhythm Aces)

What  is t he m ost  int erest ing fact  you know ? 

During World War II, British soldiers resented 
American toilet paper rations. The British were 
issued an average of 3 sheets per day, whereas the 
Americans received 23. (In defence of the 
Americans, they would use toilet paper to mark out 
enemy mine fields when they ran out of tape).

What  is t he m ost  t rouble you have ever  been in? 

Let?s see?  I got suspended from school for fighting. 
When I was about 12 I broke glass bottles on a road 
with some friends: a car skidded, and we were 
chased by an extremely irate driver. Those same 
friends and I entered another kid?s house and left it 
looking like it had been burgled. To this day, I don?t 
know how that kid?s mother knew it was us. When I 
was 20, I was arrested in Spain on some lame 
charge and spent a few hours in jail until the police 
shook me down for whatever cash I was carrying.

What  is t he m ost  useless law  paper? 

All of Otago?s papers are highly useful of course. 
But Harvard Law School offers the paper 
?Self-Serenity & Vulnerability?.

Have you ever  had any nicknam es? What  
were/are t hey? 

Paulie.

What  is t he worst  gif t  you have ever  received? 

My wife gave me a wooden kitchen paper towel 
holder for my birthday.

What  is your  m ost  bizar re t alent ? 

I can talk and burp at the same time.

What  do you t h ink  is t he great est  invent ion in 
t he whole wor ld? 

The printing press and its digital progeny. 

What  is your  favour it e m ovie quot e? 

?I'm not mad, I'm proud of you. You took your first 
pinch like a man and you learned two great things 
in your life. Look at me, never rat on your friends 
and always keep your mouth shut.? Jimmy Conway 
(Robert De Niro), Goodfellas.
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Cash Me Ousside
AND OTHER WAYS TO DE-STRESS AT OTAGO
Wri tten by Sean Gamble

Law school , and  uni in general, can be a stressful time. As your 
Education and Welfare rep on SOULS, I thought I would give you a few 
ideas of ways to de-stress during the upcoming exam period.

Try a few of these out - and remember, exams aren't everything. The 
further through law school you get, the more you'll realise that they 
really aren't worth stressing over. Really. Try your best, keep up a 
healthy lifestyle, and you'll be pleasantly surprised at your results.

Head out to St Clai r beach or somew here 
else on the Peninsula 

As the weather gets warmer (lol) it becomes more acceptable to 
venture further than the regular flat, library, or New World Centre City 
commute. As a massive Dunners frother I can tell you there are many 
great outdoor places to escape exam time stress. St Clair is an old 
favourite and super easy to get to. Some more intrepid places which 
should definitely be explored include Sandfly Bay on the Peninsula and 
the Pineapple Track above the city. Google them for directions and 
other ideas! 

Sometimes it does not have to be hardcore physical activity to give you 
a boost of good feelings. Research indicates that going for a walk 
boosts your mood through getting fresh air, seeing some sunshine, 
and experiencing some different scenery.  

Sauna and Yoga OUSA  Clubs and Socs 
Just over the road from Central Library is the Clubs and Socs building. 
They have a sauna which costs only $5 for students. You can book the 
whole space for just yourself, or you and your friends for a private 
session, $30. Clubs and Socs also runs casual yoga on Monday and 
Thursday evenings (6-8pm) and Wednesday and Friday lunchtimes 
(12-1pm). All sessions are $5 and suitable for beginners. The best thing 
about Clubs and Socs is that sometimes I work there, and you can visit 
me J.  Make t im e for  f r iends Sometimes it feels like you spend hours 
and hours at the library, but taking a break with your study buddy is 
incredibly important. Take them for walk to Campus Shop to catch up 
on the latest, and talk about anything that isn?t study. If you have the 
overwhelming urge to profess your hate for Ethics, it may present a 
good chance to discuss issues that you might be having with friends. 
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They may be having the same complications, or perhaps a 
solution (unlikely).  

Do something that w i l l  mak e you 
laugh 

I have 23 years of anecdotal proof that the Universe is laughing 
at me. From this I have learnt that you ought to laugh along. 
Laughter is genuinely the best medicine, and an excellent 
escape from monotonous study.  You?ll know best what makes 
you laugh ? it may be a favourite Youtube video, a punishing 
photo of a friend, or if you are like me, surveying the posts of 
the Dunedin News Facebook page. This page contains 
supposed UFO sightings, student-bashing, calling out Maccas 
for not having a menu item and general comments on the 
degradation of Dunedin society. Lol.   

Clean your room 
Doing something that is productive, but not study, is another 
way to have a break and not feel like you are wasting exam 
time. Tidying your room or study space often makes you feel a 
bit decluttered and your mind freer, or so they tell me. 

Dive head f i rst into semester tw o 
w el fare w eek  

Semester two welfare week will be hitting the Richardson in the 
coming weeks, with its usual features of goodies placed around 
the 8th floor, yoga, free fruit, and of course the much 
anticipated Staff v Student debate. This event usually features 
the staff heavy-weights of Marcelo Rodriguez Ferrere, Jesse 
Wall and Colin Gavaghan. Watch out for some fierce student 
opponents who are TBC, but I can guarantee that some serious 
shade will be thrown.  

Most of all, look out for one another. You can always get help 
through the faculty, SOULS, OUSA and the University.  

Seany G   



The End.
(happy spring!)

w w w .soulsotago.com


